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2-0 ME 


READER. 


—T is an Old Saying, That 
every thing © grows worſe 
and worſe, which the Venu-: 
ſan Poet ſeems to confirm 
1n theſe following words, 


I much to the ſame purpoſe, 


FEtas Parentum, pejor Avis, tulit 
Nos Neguiores, mox daturos 
Progeniem Vitioſtorem. 


Notwithſtanding whoſe Autho- 
rity, and the pretended Antiquity 
thereof, I'll be bold to affirm, that 
this Adage in the Vulgar and mi- 
ſtaken Application thereof , car- 
ries-neither Sence nor Reaſon with 
it, havingno other Baſisto ſupport 

A 2 It, 


it, but Malice, Tonorince, or both ; 

andtho' this Treatiſe (hould not ab- 
{olutely prove the contrary, it will 
at leaſt ſhake, if not totally explode 
that common Opinion, viz. That 
Woman is the worſt piece of the- 
Hexameron Creation, and conle- 
quently,according to the Maſculine 
tho' in truth, merely Sophiſtical 
Logick of this Modern Age, be- 
come (the more the pity )the Sub- 
zedt of all the Raillery,or(indown- 
right Engliſh) Railling againſt that 
harmleſs and innocent Sex; aad I 
queſtion not but by this Diſcourſe 
all Difſenters will be of my Opini- 
on, "that if ever Vertue did appear 
and ſhine with Glory, Splendor, 

and its own Native and Charming 


b, Beauty in any created Subſtance, 


It is moſt viſible and conſtant in the 
Female, muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, 
that Thave a particular Inclination 
to,and Deference for that Sex, hold- 

ng my ſclf obliged. to- vindicate 
, them 
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To the Reater. 


them from thoſe Calumnies where- 
with they have been fo foulely and 
canſl:fly aſperſed by Ancient, as 
well as Modern Authors; nor am 


Ito blame for deſerting. my own 


Cauſe, to juſtifie what may ſeem 
againſt my ſelf, and efpouſe the E- 
quitable Condition and defence of 
the contrary, and ſo much 1njuz'd 
Party. This is the Compoſition of 
ſome Amorous Perſon, who anima- 
ted with the ſame Spirit and Aﬀe- 
ion as I am, hath undertaken 
(and judged it his Duty tooyY to 
ſatisfie you, and (he hopes) ſo far 
as to work upon you a Perſualion 


J- that the Modeſty, Baſhfulneſs, De- 


bonairetE, and Civility, together * _- 
with all @ualifications that adorn 
and beautitie the Sou}, are as Ex+-» 


| emplarily .eminent in Women of 
j* this Age,asever they were inany of 


the former; and inſtruct you to 
ſet a value on their Actions, as the 
beſt Creatures in the worſt of 
A 3 Times, 


To the Reader. 


Times, whoſe Vertue mnſt needs 
ſhine with the greater Luſtre, be- + 
ing ſubjet& to the vain Aſlaults, 

and Ineffectual Temptations of 

Men, grown old (like the Times) | 
in Wick=dneſs, Malice and Re- | 
VENgE. 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


H E Philoſophers and Sages of 

former Times, as well as thoſe of 

a later Date, bave ſpent Ope- 

ram 8& Oleum, exhauſted their 

Spirits, and waſted their Bodies, till at laſt, 

by their Indefatigable Pains and Induſtry, 

they crumbled into Duſt, and all to incul- 

cate this Doftrine, pgrounded-upon ſolid Rea» 

fon, that it is certainly a greater Happi- 

neſs for a Man to enjoy Freedom uncottroul'd, 

than to enſlave himfelf for ever without Conj» 

pulfion. He mult of neceſſity forfeit bis Regs 

ſon, that is of a contrary Opinion; for as a 
Motlern Poe fings truly, 

Sarely their Heads unpeopled are with 

Brains, | 

That hug their Fetters, and embrace 

their Chains. 

That man is unqueſtionably ſenceleſs, who 
enjoys bis Freedom in the Vigor and Spright- 
limeſs of bis youth.living in the ſtream of wealth © 

and the bigh Tide of þ- leaſure and Delight, 
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is 
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is careſi'd by Fortune, laden with F avourss 
and almoſt cloyd with Comforts > a Per- 
ſon that may cry Sciolto to bis Paſſions, 
give them the looſe Rein, gratifie his Ap- 
petite and Gul(t, with whatſoever three 
of the four Elements can furniſh him 
and yet this Perſon, notwithſtanding all 
theſe Advantages, throws himſelf into 
an- Abyſs of miſery, confines himſelf to a 
Perſon (a Wife) whoſe beſt ©ualificati- 
on 1s Peeviſhneſs , forfeits his Freedom , 
Reaſon, Content, and Satisfation, and 
loſeth his own, to enſlave himſelf to 
the Humour of another , and this too for 
Life, for whom the Art and Wit of the 
Pregnant and Subtile can never ' procare a 
Ranſom in order to Redemption. Would 
not any rational Creature judge bim guilty 
of Statute-madneſs, wha being ſhewn the 
Loathſoneneſs and Horror : of a Dungeon, 
views the maigre and gboſt-like ſped of the 
Famiſhed Priſoner,” hears the bideous Shricks 
and Groans of ſhackled Malefafors, the rat- 
ling noiſe of whoſe heavy Irons is a Harmo- 
ny only fit to drive ſerious Man out of bis 
Wits would not, T1 ſay, any Perſon gifted 
with Reaſon, look, upon him to be mad beyond 
the Cure of Drugs or Medicines ,.*who 
ſhall nevertheleſs ſhake bands with bis Laber- 
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ty, and the unacconntable delights that at- 
tend it, and caft himſelf into a Goal, with 
a reſolution never to bc diſcharged, but to lie 
there and periſh ? The very Brutes, tho ne- 
wer ſo ſtnpid, or wild, value their Roaming 
Liberty at the bigheſt Rate : hazarding, nay, 
lofing their Life, which is their All, theiv 
whole Being, their little Eternity ( pardon 
the Expreſſion) to preſerve their Freedom 1 
and ſhall Man, the perfeftion of the Creation, 
endow'd with a rational Soul, infpired by 
the Deity, come ſhort of Inanimate Power Iv» 
conderable Animals, in a buſineſs of ſuch 
weight and concernment, upon which the Con» 
tentation, and in truth, Felicity of Human 
Life doth confiſt ? Dili avertant. 

Conſider farther to confirm this argument, 
the Deſire and Love of Freedom and Liber- 
ty, is ſo innate in all perſons, that not 'only 
Man, but Woman, the weaker Sex, nay; 
Children, a weaker part of the weaker Sex, 
have bazarded, nay, loft Wealth, Fortune, 
and Life, rather than part with ſo precious 
@ Jewel, The ſad Caraſtrophes of perſons 
and Kingdoms, the horrid Maſſqcres and 
Murders, the Forments, Plagues, Battels, 
* Duarrels and Difcontents between Nations 
and Parties, the Depopulation of Republicks, 
the Demoliſhing. of Kingdoms, the Extirpa- 
_—_" 45 wg 
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ting of Princes, the Aſſaſſnating Kings, 
Emperors ( a Curſe on the Diſciples of 
Lame Loyola for that King-killing Tenet) 
nay, moſt of the Barbarous Tragedies that 
bave been afled upon the bloody Stage of 
this World, have had no other ſource 
than the naiural Deſire and Aﬀedion of 
_ Liberty (how jufily 1 diſpute not) and Pro- 
perty, the Darling Twins of Mankind, ever 
fince the firſt Prevarication. 

The wild Beaſts of the deſert are enſnar d 
and taken in Pit-fals by the Craft and Cun- 
ning of the wary Huntſman, who with Ar- 
tifice contrives them ſo, that they are nar- 


row at Top, and broad at the Bottom, from © 


whence there is no poſſibility of Eſcape, 
but they muſt continue a Prey to the over- 
wily Man that made the Snare, and fo the 
Brute loſeth the Liberty which kind Nature 
conferr'd upon bim, and unkind Man Cr afti- 


(ly deprives him of. Th: ſame thing may | 


be ſaid of thoſe that are married , when 
y are once enchained and fettered with 


the Bands of Matrimony, a ſad ſtate (as 


it often falls out, if they once fall in- 


to it) from whence there is no Redempti- 
on. The filly, mute fiſh , after the ſame 
manner, labors with divers turnings 4 wind 
it ſelf into the Net, Baited therennto, till 


at - 
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at loft ſhe loſeth her Life and Liberty 
This Net in truth is the Net of Matri- 
mony,” and the Tonthful, Precipitate, Heed- 
leſs Hot-ſpurs of this Age, whoſe Chins 
are ſcarce cover'd with tender Down, are 
the Fiſhes without the Net , who fancy 
to. themſelves » that they may Bathe and 
Swim in a Calm and undiſturb'd ſtream 
of Pleaſure, and at laſt laznch out into 
a Torrent, or rather Sea of miſery, encome 
paſſed with nothing but Storms and Tein 
peſts to their contiaual diſturbance and vex- 
ation, having loſt themſelves in an Inclo- 
ſure , that they can neither break, through, 
nor leap over, but there live diſcontented- 
ly, langniſh painfully, till they dwirdle 
away to nothing, and fo at laſt Die miſera- 
ble. It is a ſaying of the Learned Scaliger, 
that a Wife is an Hettic Fever, never 10 be 
cur'd by any thing but Death, hor can any 
wiſe man d:1 yt. 

The teport is current of a famous Phyſi- 
eian, Valere by Name, who being ask/d by 
one of bit Friends, (that had the misfortune 


#0 be catch d in the Neoze of Wedlock, ,) 


whether he bad done well in thauging bis 
vendition of fingle Life, revurned bim this 
bitter, tho* true Anſwer 3 Friend ( faid be) 
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caſt your ſelf beadlong from thence into the 
Sea? intimating thereby, that be had made 
.. @ better Eleftion, had be gain'd ſome bigh 
Rock, and precipitated himſelf into the 
Fathomleſs Ocean, there to conſummate" at 
once all bis Miſeries, rather than involve 
bimſelf in a Turbulent Sea, the diftra&ii- 
ons, diſcontents and Vexations of a Wed- 
ded State, never to be redreſſed;,, a Mala- 
dy that bids defiance to the power of any 
Drug or DoGtor, how famous or exquiſite 
ſoever. 

Great and Mexpreſible was the Regret 
and ſorrew of the Arch-deacon of Tours 
in Frar.ce, who being fo infatuated (ſhall 
T ſay) or faſcinated, as to forſake the 
Happy, and Religious Life of 8 Clerk, 
with all its appendent Priviledges, married 
the Reverſion of another, (a Widdow) and 
fooliſhly fell into a Quagmire, wherein one 
had been drown*d before him, with whom 
being link'd by the Indiſſoluble and Gordi- 
an-Knot of Marriage, he led a tedious life, 
or-to ſpeak more properly, endur'd a V afſalage 
almoſt inſupportablez for which he ſang a 
monrnful Ditty, to the Tune of- — 


Fortune my Foe, why baft 
thow married me, and chaunted a Cordial 


Palinade ,, reſerving to bimſilf only . this 
IT T hw P = Conte 
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The Preface, 
Comfort, that he bad ſome hope by his 
own Miſcarriage , to forwarn others from 
the like Tnadvertency and Raſhneſs , and 
to that purpoſe compor'd ſeveral Learned 
Treatiſes, to dehort all men from ſuch un- 
adviſed Enterprizes and Attempts. Nor 
is he ſingular herein, for many perſons of 
great Parts, and known Abilities have en- 
deavor d to diſcover the Servitude, and more 
than Egyptian Bondage of a Coupled 
Condition z and in my Judgment to be 
Free without Cenſoriouſneſs , the Eigh- 
teen Comforts of Matrimony herein fully 
diſplay'd and clearly laid open , are the 
greateſt Misfortunes , Pains, Diſcontents , 
and Torments that can enter into the 
Thoughts of man. Tet for all that is pre- 
mention'd, 1 do not blame the State of Ma- 
irimony (as now inſtituted by the Church) 
for beyond all diſpute , Marriage is an Ec- 
1 clefiaftical and Religious Tye, a Boundary 
to Extraquagancy, giving a Check to the 
exorbitant paſſions of the wild and hot- 
headed Youth of bath Sexes, and confining 
them to one perſon," which is but Juſt and 
Lawful, & not permit them.like brutes to range 
about in Common.. or the Sef of Nicolat- 
| tans, who differ'd little from Beaſts in that 
Prophgne and Diſſulmte Tenes of theirs, 


Com- 
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Community of Women ; nor do T find fault 
with thoſe that marry \ I am of their Opi- 
nion, and ſay they do well , for we ſojourn 
in this World to endure and ſuffer Af- 
fliGions, to allay the beighth of our Pride, 
and give. a Check, to all Eccentrick, and 
Frregular Paſſions, that after the miſeries of 
this Life, we may thereby be prepar'd and 
fitted for a happy and bleſſed Eſtate here- 
after, And indeed I do not think that a 
Man can by the Compaſs of this Life ſail 
into a deeper. Ocean of. Miſery and Afflifii- 
08, confidering the inevitable Grievonſneſs 
and indiſpenſible continuance of a married 
_ "Life (I mean only ſuch as raſhly and 

rnadviſedly without due conſideration of the 
Temper and Conſtitntion of one another meet 
and marry, the want of which good E- 
leftion and Choice renders the Wedded ftate 
Jo Burdenſome and inſupportable) which un- 
doubted!y exceeds all: the Racks and En- 
pines af. Torment that the Barbatity of © 
Tyrants, and the malitions Wit of Man ever 
invented ; but yet when's Hurband is once 
inur'd and accuſtomed to the Domeſtic Fare 
of @ donble Life, and loke the Aſs, bears 
the burthen patiently, which cuſtom bath 
made ſo Tolerable, that he prides bim- 
ſelf in bis fondneſs, patiente and. long ſxfs 
eG exing > © 
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fering > of this in fine, there may be made 
a god Application , or at leaſt he may 
make a vertue of neceſſity : for that is 
but a Foppiſh and vain Conceit of ſome 
empty Pater, that Patience per force is a 
Medicine for a mad Dog, and ſo conſequent» 
ly not worth the refutation, To conclude, 
T have taken ſome Pains in compoſing 
th:ſe Fifteen Comforts of Matrimony, for 
the ſatisfafion of thoſe who are in that 
State , and I am confident dare not con- 
tradi them, without they give their Wives 
the Lye, when they are once faſt and in- 
tangled in the Net ; and - for prevention 
of others, ' by way of Cantion, from; 
remning the ſame Riſque, the utmoſt Res 
medy whereof is a thread-bare Patience or 
a whining Recantation , or if they muſt 
venture upon this Charybdis to avoid Ship- 
wrack in ſo dangerous a Condition , Iet 
them look before they leap, according 10 
the old Proverb, and ele ſuch a Perſon 
as may be linkd in. Temper and Humor, 
whoſe Souls may be united as well as 
their Bodies, that ſo their Hour-glaſs 
way run to the laſt Sand without Inter- 
ruption or Moleſtation, and they bave a 
Numerous happy Iſſue, (the dear Pledges 
of a Married Life ) to perpetuate their 


Name 
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Name and Memory, that their Aſhes may 
leave a fragrant ſmell to Poſterity; for 0- 
therwiſe if they embrace this Holy Ordinance, 
without due and ſerions Conſideration, (up- 
on which moment depends their Happineſs 
upon Earth) they deſerve the Burial of an 
Aſs, and by my conſent ſhall drop into-the 
Grave without either Tears or Pity, 


SOT) 
THE 


Firſt Comfort 


OF 


MAT RIMONTY. 


Outh is naturally inclined -to 
Mirth and -Gallantry, with all 
the Briskneſs ard Gaiety imagi- 
nable 3 have Limbs agile and 
ative, fancying nothing but Mulick, 
Dancing, Balls and Plays, where the 
Variety of Female Obje&s fire the 
Young, Sparks, in ſo much as Love foon 
breaks out, and many times to their Ru- 
in and DefiruQion. ' In this Heat. of Pal- 
ſton the Youngſter viſits Ladies, Comple- 
ments after the new mode, Carefles them 
with all demonſtrations of fervent Aﬀe- 
Gions, makes his Amours with a kind of 
farch'd Formality, which turns all into 
4. ridicule, tho* poſlibly that ſet way of 
* . Courtſhip may pleaſe the Foppiſh Female 
Cit, and gratife her Childiſh Humor : - 

| Thus f:x he proceeds with applauſe w_ Fg 


woY 


. Propoſals, tho ſhe perchance Counterfeit 


 trimony .perform'd with as much , or 
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. Ing as ready to. comply with him, as 
\-he to. apply himſelf 40. her, and as 
willing 'to underſtand - the 'Sweets of 


+ut- by Death, the Pricft having Jer 


2 The fifteen Comforts. 
Acceptance z but this will no way fatis- 
fie the Young Gentleman, he mult come 
to Embraces, free her from the Curſe of 
Barrenneſs, and hifnſelf from the Scandal 
of Impotence 3 and now the Game be- 
gins 3 he is pregnant with Love and muſt 
be delivered, tho the Remcdy proves ten 
times worle than the Diſeaſe iv ſhort he 
plies the buſincſs ſo briskly, and purſues 
her- with that- Warmth and *Conflancy, 
that (hecan no longer reſiſt, but in ſpight 
of all her Maiden Modeſty,muſt yield to his 


a Bluſh at the Condeſcention ſhe be- 


the Marriage Bed , 'as the Hot Youth 
that ſo vigorouſly purſues her. Thus 
in a ſhort time the whole Buſineſs is con» 
cluded,: and the Solemnity 'of their Ma- 


mther more Vanity and Expence than 1s 
conliftent- wich - the Ability of either, 'or 
Hoth of - them 3 but fall back, fall edge, 
the Knot is: tied, never to be lookned, 


them {o firmly together, that 'tis Imipd 
fible to'u-hand them apaic3/ tho? pro- 
bably. before the: Moon : hath 7 #ut- hee - 
wh I © Mee, 
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of Matrimony. 3 
Menſruous Courſe the Husband may ap- 
pear like that Grand Luminary in her firlt 
Quarter, and ſhe curfe the Canonical Garb 
that faſtned them in fo-ftrict a Band as 
that of Marriage, as will appear, and that 
very ſuddenly. 

Now you muſt imagine, that oar Gal-. 
lant minds nothing for the preſent, but 
the ſatiating himſelf with Delight, Dan- 
cings, Treats,and ſuch kind of Diverſions 
as uſually attend ſuch ridiculous and idle 
Conjundions. There appears as yet no- 
thing but Mirth and Jollity, no Scene of 
Sorrow is admitted in this Comedy,z his 
whole deſign is to * pleaſe and court his 
Wife with raviſhing Addreſſes,” under- 
ſtands nothing but what ſhe $, Hor 
entertains his Thoughts with any thing 
but the Contrivance of preſenting her 
with Bagatels and little Toys, fuch as 
are apt to gratifie the vain Humor of 'a 
foppiſh young Girl, drawn into-the Net 
and wheadled or cajoPd into the Pit bf 
Marriage : well, no matter, let then 
both run their own Career 3 theſe ſeem- 
ing Bleſhngs, this Counterfeit Felicity, 
this mask'd Love, and vizarded Content 
' . will prove but ſhort liv'd, and then Tet 
the troubles of the whole time after be 
balanced with thoſefew ſuppoſititious and 


4 - The fifteen Comforts. 
imaginary Delights they enjoyed in the 


Infancy of their Marriage, and the Vexa- -; . 


tions of the one will out-weigh the ſatif- 
faction of the other, by ſo many degrees, 
that. Arithmetick it ſelf can never deſcribe 
Its true-and due Proportion, Now the 
. time of Dalliance being over , and the 
Cares of the World coming upon them, 
you fhall underſtand a ſirange and unexpe- 
Qed Alteration, which we may call, (and 
I hope without Offence)the Firſt Comfort 
of- Matrimony. ; 
Now the Wife we muſt ſuppoſe to be 
well, acquainted with the cunning In- 
trigues of a married Woman, and is not 
to be taught her Lefſonz Feaſts, Goſſip- 
ings and Treats, have inſtructed her ſuf- 
-ficiently how to' perſonate the ſubtile 
Wife with an Uxorious Husband, and 
- he begins to make an eſſay of her Woman- 
* : Craft according to the humor of thoſe ſhe 
- converſed within the'Female Cabals, uſu- 
ally frequented by her; and thus ſhe be- 
gins to play her Pranks': The other day 
the was invited to a Regale, a very noble 
Treat indeed, where there'was nothing, 
- wanting to gratifie the Appetite; ſhe took 


- great notice of the Habit and Attire of {&-. 


-veral Wives of her own Rank and Qua- 
lity, how richly they were accoutred, and 


-- 


alter | 


of Matrimony. 5 
after the neweſt Mode 3 this was fo great 
an Eye-ſore to her,that ſhe watched an op- 
portunity to diſcloſe her mind to her Huſ- 
- band, thinking it but reaſonable that ſhe 
ſhould appear as gay and as genteel as the 
beſt Dame in the Pariſh, Now you muſt 
obſerve by the way, that that Woman, 
who is once intoxicated with the Cup of 
Matrimony, is very ſtrangely qualificd , 
and differently tempered from molt of her 
Sex, if ſhe be not once in twenty four 
hours troubled "with the Sullens or the 
Pouts (a Diſeaſe as natural to her as Goſ- 
ſiping, and both incurable) tho counter- 
L feit and cauſleſs 3 and where think you is 
the Scene of her Sullenneſs 2 why, aſſu- 
redly in Bed.a place where Womens feign- 
ed Tears and Sighs have an excellent Fa-' 
culty of perſuation 3 and -now - being 
brought tb Bed, let us examine her De- 
portment, there ſhe lies like the Statue of 
Niobe petrified,and for a time as fenceleſs 1 
whereupon the amorous Husband begins 
to agcoaſt her with Accollado's and Em- 
braces, asking her what is the matter, pre... 
hee,my Dear, (faith he) for he can for." 
hear. no longer, what ail'ſt thou? To 
whom (he-ſnappiſhly replies, let me alone, 


mw {]dor't diſturb me, 1 am very much indiſ- 


poſed, and have reaſon enough too, God 


knows; _— 
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knows, but you never regard what I ſay, 


or ſuffer, your Unkindneſs flick ſo cloſe 
to my heart, that nothing will remove it 


but Death ;Pm ſure I ſhall never reſt, but | 
in that place of undiſturbed Reſt (the on- | 


ly Dormitory of Mortals ) the Grave. 
Deareſt! ſaith he, you pierce my very 
Heart, and wound me to .the Soul with 
ſuch ſevere Language : Why, if I ſhould 
acquaint you with my Diſturbance, it 
were to no. purpoſe ; for I'm confident 
you would ſlight it, er which is as bad, 


think: I have private ſelf-ends or deſigns 


in it: No, no, you ſhall. tell me, I am 
re{oly'd, come what will on*'e; Well Sir, 


{ince you impoſe your. Commands upon |} 


me, I will obey. You are not inſenſable, 
I'm ſure, that not long fince I was in- 
vited toa Collation, tho I had not gone, 
but with your permiſſion and' approba- 
tion; yet when I was there, with great 
ricf-Hpeak it, I heartily wiſht myſelf at 
home agen 3 for there was not one Indi- 
vidual Woman! in the whole Company, 
tho of the meaneſt Rank, but was more 
gaYly cloath'd than my: ſelf; I du.not 
pop it. out of Pride, tho, I think; I may 
ay. without Oftentation, that am as 


well extracted, have had as-good» Edu- 


cation , have as commendable:a Face, 
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} great Charges to furniſh our ſelves ſo well 
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Carriage and Complexion, without the 
Artificial Embelliſhments of Paint, Patch 


| and Powder, as the: proudeſt the of them 


all. As:to-my own particular, I folemn- 
ly protelt, upon the Faith of an honeſt 
Woman, I do not value the outward Or- 
naments of. Aparrel : For the gaudieſt 
Robes are but the Badges of our Sin and 
Shame : It is only for your Credit, and 
the Reputation of our Friends and Rela- 
tions that I am ſo much concern'd, Pre- 
thee how gloriouſly did they appear ? 
Some in Flower'd Sattin Gowns, embrois+ 
dered with Gold Petticoats adorn'd with 
the-belt Point de Veniſe, attir'd with their 
Hair, and their cars adorn'd with, colily 
Pendents, their Necks encompaſſed with 
Pearls , and the 'graver ſort in the beſt 
three-Pil'd Velvet; inſomuch that I, ap- 
pearing only.in my wedding Gown, and 
that, tho nigh worn out, the beſt. Suit 
in my. Ward-robe,could not forbear bluſh- 
ing all the time I was in Company 3 nay, 
that, which troubled me moſi; was, that 
one; ox two of our Neighbours told. me, 
they- did admire my. Husband:was-not a+ - 
ſhamed-to ſee me go in ſo mean a Garb. 
To: which the good. man replics; Sweet 
Heart, you know, that we have been at 


as 
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as wearez that Trading decays, Loſſes 
have befallen us : T have a chargeable Suit 
at Law to defend next Term for the Re- 
covery of your Portion, which will coſt 
me many a fair pound. before I enjoy it. 
Ay, ay, (quoth ſhe) I did imagine as 
much, and expe no other from you, 
but ( what 1 am now ſenſible to my -Sor- 
row ) Reproaches; and fo in-a Pet, ſhe 
flings out of his Arms with Scorn and In- 
dignation 3 pray let me alone, don't come 
near me 3 and I'll aſſure you for the fu- 
ture, Ill never open my Lips to you agen 
as long as I breath upon this account 3 
therefore pray reſt ſatisfied : Bat hold 
Love, -are you angry without a cauſe ? 

'No, no, the contrary is too apparent 3 } | 
the Portion Ricks in my Stomach as well F : 
as yours; had you had nothing with me || ? 
I am not in a Capacity to. beltow any ' 
thing upon you now, my Love and At- F \ 
fecion to you, methinks ſhould prevent F 
ſach Refle&ions 3 but you know, as mean ef 
as I was, that I was Courted by ſeveral F __ 
before ever you made any Addreſs to 
me, who would have been glad with all 
cheir hearts to have married me 'without 
ſo much as a'Smock to cover my Shame, by 
had not you interpos'd and gained my Þ , 

Heart, which now you AM. 40+ re, and 
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and Torment, O unfortunate Woman 
that Iam ! but I muſt be content with my 
choice, and bear all as patiently as I can 
would I were as deep in the ground as I 
am high, and then you would be rid of 
me, and I of my trouble: Really Love, 
ſaith the Novice, you do nor well in uſing 
of me thus, ask what you pleaſe, and you 
ſhall have it to the utmoſt of my Ability 3 
but yetI muſt have a Care cf the main 
Chance : prethce turn to me ray dear 3 
for Gods ſake, let me be quiet; if you 
thought no more of tondneſs in this na- 
ture, than Ido, you would never come 
near me more, I am not {9 Bucfome, Pll 
aſſure you :; Ay, but Child, ſaith he, in 
a Jocular way, if my Head were once laid, 
you would ſoon be Married agen, I war- 
rant you ; would JI, (faith ſhe) in truth, 
I find fo little Pleaſure or Comfort in a 
Wedded Condition, that it I were once 
unmarried, I would be fo far from it.that 
the beſt he, that ever laid Leg over Wo- 
man, ſhould never ſo much as touch my 
Lips, as long as I have a day to live, take* 
that from me, and be ſatisfied. With 
this kind of Difſimulation ſhe entertains 


4 the Fop, who is both in Pleaſure and Pain 
IJ atonce; in Pleaſure to think ſhe is ſo Cold 


ue and: Chaſt a Wife 3 in Pain, becauſe he 


B lecs 


IO The fifteeg Comforts 


by 


*,., £xenow to blame,theſe are too rich. Velt- 


- . Not co. hit me-in the Teeth hercatter 
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fees her ſo much diſturbed. Thys ſhe 
Treats him all Day with: a . Contra&ed 
Brow, and all Night with ſuch flattering 
Diſcourſes, not one good word is he wor- 


thy of, {o that he is forced to beat his * 


Brains for Money to purchaſe the Rich 
Gown and Petticoat, the want of which 
?s the Source and Original of both-their 
Diſcontents, Well ! they 'muſt be had; 
quo jure, quaque injuria, by Hook, or by 
Crook, no ſlumber will ſeizg upon his 
Eye-lids, till. this be, procured 3 away he 


-4* goes, ſuſqze deque, hand over head, taking 


up, upon. Credit, Silks, Laces, Jewels; 


and what not, and then returns home, -in« 


Triumph, with the Spoil of the Mercer's 
zhop, and calls down his. Wife to ſurvey: 
the delired Purchaſe 3 which ſhe no ſooner 
ſpics, but like a cunning Baggage diſſem- 
les; and ſays, Fy, Husband, tn troth,you 


ments: fora Perſon of my Condition,they 
will not at all become me..I tear : belhrew 
the hearts of thoſe lofty Dames, that furſk 
Invented fuch coſtly - Apparel 3 I would! 
tot give {ix Pence for the beſt Gown that 
*ver_,Female Body was Tenant- to: but 
Rowever. fince you have beea ſakind, let 
me b2g one ſupernumerary favour of-you, 


with 


\— It: 
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it; and ſay, 1'put you to this chargeable 
Expence; for upon my Reputation (and 
that is not-to be valued) it was none of 
my intention 3 1 defire no other Garb than 


what is requilite for Warmth and Decen- 


Cy. : Now all is well, and the Man (hill 
have his Mare*agen 3 they live lovingly 
and: quietly gill the day ( O that fatal 
day! ) of Payment; the Money cannot be 
procur'd/to ſtop the Mouths of his Cre- 
ditors, who being diſappointed, uſe the 
utmoſt rigour of the Law againſt him, ſeize 


his Body and Goods, cxtend his Lands, 


turn his Wife a grazing into the wide 
World; where ſhe has only the liberty of 
choofing whay Kingdom he pleaſes to beg 
in, and he, poor, undone Man, is clapt 
into a Goal, there to endure a cloſe and 
beggerly Confmementdzrante vita 3 where 


he has time and room enough to lameng 4; 


his Deplorable Condition. The Womans; 
ſhe returns to her Friends, Curting the 
hour that (he yyas born in : never ſuch a 


diſgrace'befel i Woman of her Birth 'and'+ ©; 
Edueation. Alas! Alas ! (faithihe) haye- 


I ſtudied economie all my life long, andras 
ken ſo much pains in governing my Fay 
mily, been as ſparing as any good*Wite 
in the Pariſh, and all to keep Lokads 
bs, 208 and is it cometo this: at lafi? O 
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Death, come and put a Period to my Mi- 
fery ! Thus the harmlcſs Woman bemoans 


her Misfortune, lays all the fault at the 


poor Man's door, (poor Man indeed) and 
now he is faſt in the Net, and the more 


he ſtruggles, the more he is intangled 3 in 


ſhort, he's laid up fer his Life, and his 
Creditors, - (tor that's all they're like to 
have) may make Dice of his Bones. 


The ſecond Comfort of Matrimony. 


T T is the Misfortune of ſome Men (and 

thoſe forme are- too many, God wot) 
to prepoſſels themſelves with a Conceit, 
that Reaſon, Senſe and Demontiration 


© - can never convince them of z ſuch is the 
= "caſe of the Busband that enjoys the ſe- 


wo 2 


* cond Comfort of Matrimony we arenow 


diſcourſing of, who will not be perſuaded 
by all the World, but ſhc is the Hanſo- 


-meſt Woman in it, tho he is much miſia- 
-* ken 3 but I cannot blame him 3 for Beauty 
-.* 4s nothing but meer. Fancy, and if T con- 


ceit black and blew tobe a comely Com- 


—_ it is ſo to me: Having thus'in+ 


is own Opinion Married a Fine :Wo- 
xnan 3 he maintains her: as fiiely; Her 
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brisk humour inclines her to Viſits, Treats 
and Jowial Meetings 3 tho this her Hul- 
band diftcliſheth, but all to no purpoſe 3 
for (he's of a gadding temper, and out ſhe 
muſt for Health and Recreation 3 but how 
to contrive the way to effe& it quietly, 
bic labor, hoc op:4, (he is invited to a FeaP?, 
and a pretended Friend or Relation (who 
is no more of kin to her than Sir George 
is to the Dragon.) however he comes to 
her, and (he Salutes him by the name of 
Couſin, good Couſin, dear-Coufin ! and 
her Mother, to palliate the butineſs, calls 
him ſo too, ſh: knowing the better how 
to manage that Amorous Afﬀeair, becauſe it 


' hath been her own Condition formerly. 


but the Husband is unwilling to have her 
go, alledging many faint and frivolous 
Excuſ:s yet to take off all Jealoukie from 
the Good- Man, her Friend will ſay, -in 
good Faith, Coulin, I have no mind atall 
to go this Feaſt, ] have buſineſs to donor 
would I ſet a foot over the Threſhold,God 
knows my heart, were it not' for your.and 
my ſhe Coulins Creditz and you know 
*tis. neither -Modelt nor Modiſh, for a 
Gentlewoman of her Rank to bettow 
Vikts without an Attendant 3 tho I am 
ſxtisfhgd-the is averſe to any ſuch kind of 
Promera ec, or Collation 3 for of all Wo- 


4 B 3 men, 
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men, that ever I knew, when (he is abroad 
ſhe makes ſuch ado to come home, that (he 
almoſt diſturbs the Company. The hilly 
. Fop now begins to encline and grant the 
Requeſt 3 but firſt 'asks what Company 
they expect at this Entertainment ? Ex- 
cellent Company indeed- Coulin ! there 
will be your Mother-in-Law, my Wife, 
your Couſin, 'Mr. fuch a ones Daughter, 
. and moſt of the good Neighbourhood ; - 
Company fit for a Princeſs, Men and Wo- 
men of Quality, Well (quoth the Man) 
you may go, for this once, but I hope you 
don't intend to make a Trade on't, have 
a care of your ſelf, and be ſure you dor't 
bring Night home with you. Leave being 
thus obtained, the ſubtle Lady feigns an 
unwillingneſs, ſaying, indeed Love! I 
care not for going out at preſent, let me 
intreat you that I may ftay at Home; but 
he, having a great Confidence in the Cou- 
fin, ſays, nay, nay, ſweet Heart, I would 
not have you ſo ungentile.as to-diſappoint 
your Neighbours, fince you are ready,and 
the Alhgnation is pre-deſign'd, prethee, 
Child go 3 whereupon away ſhe frisks like 
Lightning with her Coufin-Gallant, fleer- 
ing all the way at the contented one at 
home,ſaying,that he has ſome ſmalſmack | + 
ef Jealuuſic, (and a great deal of my 2% 
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for it). To the Place they come, and are 
no ſooner arrived, but ſhe is Nobly re- 
ceived for her Husband's fake, Treated 
with Airs,:Balls, Barqucts, and a thou-, 
ſand pretty!:little Frolicks and amorous 
Gambals, not fit to be here mentioned : 
All her Lovers are now met together, like 
Flies in Summer, every one intending (0 
have alick at her Honey-pot 3 every one 
putting forward, as he finds opportunity. 
One Complements her at a very Modi(fi 
rate 3 the other Preſents her with arich 
Diamond; one gives her the gentle Tread 
on the Toe, en. paſſant, as the Frenchman 
hath it 3 the other gives her the amorous 
Squecze of the Hand 3 another leaning dif 
pondently upon his Elbow, reaches: her 
with a languiſhing Eye 3 So that ſhe muſt 
needs be void of all Senſe, if ſhe depart 

without underſtanding all their good.in- *' 
tentions. Thus every Spark endeavours 
(as much as in him lies) to mdke her Hus- 
band bear the T»rkiſh. Enfigr of Chriſtian 
Matrimony in the Van; which at laſt 
proves the occaſion of her ſhame and his 
ſorrow 3 for exher by the mis-manage- 
ment; or mil-timing of her Amorous De- 
ſigns; or the diſcovery of her Fiolicks by 


- ſome ſpecial Friend or Relation, the Hul- 
band [comes - to- underſtand the whidle 
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Truth, and. nothing but-the Truth, which 
drives him into a ſtrange Paroxyfm of 
Profound Melancholy, that all the Heclle- 
bore among the Anticyre can never reco- 
ver him : if he attempt to ſtzike her, that 
won't do, but only addfuel to her Fire 
that will take off her :\ﬀe@ion, ſo that ſhe 
will ncver dally with him, but only 0 
paſs away the time for- want of better 
Company, and make uſe of him only as 
a Cloak to (hrowd and conceal her Laſci- 
vioulneſls, Thus is the poor Gentleman 
ſen{ible of the Second Matrimonial Solace, 
being now faft bound to Txion's Wheel cf 
Miſery, where-he muſt live in a moſt lan- 
guiſhing, and dic ina very miſerable Con- 
dition. 


their Bloud "is fo plentiful and- ſprightly, 
that they cannot contain themſelves long 
without an Evacuation of the. Extrava- 
gancies of the Fourth ConcoQon; 'and 
ſo muſt take a Wife (the Retmedy- often- | 
times proving worſe than the m_— * 

| AQ 0 | Ry 


| | 

The third Comfort of Matrimony. | 
. h 

6 hag Youngſters of this Wanton Age, if 
EK are ſo high-fed, live ſo much at ealt, c 
_- 
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and eagerly purſue their own Miſery and 
Diſconcent 3 For cur young Couple- being 
Marricd, at the uſual time the Teeming 
Bonny Girl grows big, tho poſſibly (as 
ie too frequently falls out) not by theſup- 
poſed Father; and now he begins to un» 
derſtand the Miſery, Trouble and Aflicti- 
on of a wedded Lite 3 now muſt the poor 
Fellow trot all about the Town on his 
Witc's Errands, to purchaſe all things 
that may pleaſe her, if poſhble; for ſte 
b:gins to be ſqueemiſh, her Scomack fails, 
grows weak and peeviſh, like her ſelf. and 
nothing will down with her but what is 
ct the beltz now he guſt tiudge abubt 
night and day, ranſack ticaven and Earth 
for -Delicacics to cheriſh and comfort hes, 
2nd cr;pty his Purſe to fill hex Paunch with 
Dainties 3 and this pleeGnt life muli be 
led for fix or ſeven Moneths- together, 
while his Wife Panipers hex Carcaſs 3t 
home, and'can ſcarce get a good word 
for his pains (a poor Gratuity tor his kind= 
nels) nay probably, complains ſhe is not 
. fo carctully providcd for, as othes, Women 
, ko her Condition 3 altho the poor M.m 
xiſes-cazly, gocs to Bed late, and cat) the 
Bread;of . Carcfulncſs, contrivipg all ways. 
poſſible, for the provition of his Fawily, + 

ÞY but this is got all, the time of her falling; 
$8 - . B 3 kL 
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in picecs draws near, and here the poor 
Fellow is expoſed to a world of Charge 
and Trouble 3 out he muſt to procure God- 
fathers and God-mothers, and ſuch as ſhe 
approves of too, for in this he is not al- 
low'd the. freedom of his own Election; 


the Midwife muſt be fetcht, dry and wet 


- Nurſes provided(a ſort of chargeable Sluts, 
who will lap up more good Liquor in one 


day, than the good Husband {wallows in 


a whole Weck )in ſhort, her Throes come 


wery thick upon her, and ſheis ſurrounded | 


with 2 Crew of Goſliping Neighbours 3 
the Good-man in the mean time is at His 
Devotion for her ſafe Delivery, which 
being over, then all his Care is to pleaſe 
the Woman in the Straw, and her Twat- 
'ling Companions, who cat and drirk 
"merrily, ana he ſpares no coſt to entertain 
them, and if any thing diſpleaſes them, 
-*tis forty to one, but one of the Golhips 
ſtarts up and ſays; in troth, Mrs. I do ve- 
ry much wonder, and ſo does all the 
"Company," that your Husband takes no 
more care of ycu_and your Child, eſpeci- 
ally being your Firſt-born ; what would 
he do, Itrow, had yon tive or fix? ſay 
another, Fll afſure you, if my ' Husbanc 
ſhould ſerve me fo, I would ſtudy Ng t 
and Day to be reyeng'd of him 3- Inc 
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ſays a third, I would nor have you put 
up this Aﬀeont patiently 3 for if he ſeryes 
you thus at the firſt, his ulage will be cour- 
ſer to you hereafter. C oulin,{ays a fourth, 
I admire that you, being fo diſcreet a Wee 
man, and of a good Fannly, that you can 
endure his unworthy bchaviour to your, 
eſpecially in this weakly condition : . A- 
Jas ! replies the Wite, I know not what 
to do with him, he is {o croſsand unkind 
to me, Upon my word, faith the other, 
he is an ill-natur'd Man, that he is not 
here in perſon to attend on this good 
company : Then farts up a Bold, Impe- 
rious: Houſwite, and thus begins to chat- 
ter 3. All the Neighbours here know very 
well, it was a common Rumour of my 
Husband, that he was the untowardelt 
Man in-the World,and would often threa- 
ten-to- break my bones. and be the death 
of me 3 but I thank my Stars for it, and 
my undaunted Spirit together, that | have 
tam'd him ſufficiently 3 I have brought 
him'now to that paſs, that he dares as well 
eat his Nails, as do any thing to diſoblige 
We 1 Tis very urs, when we were fault 
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him of his Reſiy, Skittiſh Humour: inſo- 
much that he has confeſt, there is no good 
to be done with me by foul means : nay, 
if he had kilPd me, I was refolv*d never: 
to Truckle under him 3 and now I can 
ſay, andedo what I pleaſe, without the 
leaſt Contradiction ; for 1 will have the 
laſt werd, right or wrong 3 fo that now 
he croſſes the Cudgels to me,and fubmits : 
nay»l will aſſure you Gentlewomen, there's 
no Man living, how pervciſe ſocver, but 
his Wite may bring him to be Complai- 
fant, if ſhe take right meaſures, and ma- 
nage him with Diſcretion 3 thercfore.pray 
Neighbour, when your Husband cemes 
Home, ring him ſuch a Peal as may make 
his Ears glow, and his Heart ake,or you*ll 
never get the betier on him as long as you 
have a day tolive, Thus theſe Gofſhping 
Baggages, having cloy'd *cmfclves with 
good Wine, and plentiful Chear,abuſe the 
poor Man for his Pains, and. by their ad- 
vice fet the Husband and Wife at vari- 
ance, the Curſe of parting Man and Wife 
light on them for thcir pains. Well be- 
ing thus gorged with Edibles and Pota- 
bles, away they go, and leave the Woman 
tO play herpart according-to theiy-poodly 
'In(txuGions.At length Home the Husband 
-Jetums; having undergone . the-Drudg 
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ry of the Day with Care and Pains,and no 
ſooner enters his own Doors, but enquires 
how his Wife does; the Nurſe, like an 
Inftruted Difſembling Slut,makes anſwer, 
that the is in a very weak condition, and 
this bout .had like to have coſt her Life 3 
I have tended ſeveral in my time,but your 
Wife is the weakeſt Woman [ ever look'd 
to in all my Life; thus they Teaze the 
fooliſh Man, who cannot ret? tilkhe hath 
ſeen his Wife 3 into the Chamber he goes, 
and the firſt Salutation is, how is't my 
Dear? Truly Love, very fick and weak 3 
' | Jam very ſorry for it ; and fear you faſt 
; & too much : I cannot eat, my Appetite is 
> | Palld and gone: Well, I will order you 
| | ſome Gelly-broths and Caudles to com- 
a I fort you; which he does accordingly, and 
> | ſends 'em to her: Thus tir'd wirh running 
h | about all day long, he calls forſome Re- 
e | freſhment, which is brought kim, being 
|- } only the Reverſions of the Servants,which 
i- | he is content with, whil his Wifeis che- 
fe | riſh'd with' coftly and comfortable 
e | Draughts, he only {wells his empty Maw, 
a- | with -Flatulent and Sower Sixes,” and ſo 
Mm | Bed he packs up with his Head full of care 
| nd fleep 3 in'the Moming up he gets by 
CY Break of. Day, wifits his Wife, and asks 
et” bow ſhe refied 3 alas ! (faith ſhe) I 
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have not ſo much as cloſed my eyes, or 
had one wink of ſleep all this Night, tho 
ſhe reſted as well and ſoundly as it ſhe had 
taken a Noſe of Opium. My Heart, faith 
he, the Gollips will be here to day, you 
n.ut make much of them,and ſhould think 
of riling to entertain chem for you have 
kept your B:d above a Fortnight; Love, 
we mult be as ſaving as we can, Charges 
are greaty and I have much ado to keep 
both ends-together. Think of Riling / 
(Gy: the Wite) a Curſe on the Hour I 
was born ! O, that I had died in Labour, 
and thcn there had bzen anend of me / Is 
it come to this indeed 3 muſt I riſe altea- 
dy,” and am not able'to ſtand upon my 
Leggs? Do you long to ſee me drudging 
about the Houſc before I am able to creep ? 
You are a very kind Man, a moſt loving 
Husband indeed 3 I find tow you- with 
me dead; 1o do I too, Well! well! 1am 
content to Riſe to Morrow, come one 
what will; I do very well foreſee what I 
muſt undergo for the time tocome; what 
would you do, if I had ten or twelyeChil+ 
dren, which God forbid, and if je be his 
will, I hope this:.js the la(t 2: but Gods 
will be.done., As ot Gollips 
ſee me, 1 had rather they wail 


Hame,andſfothey wouldit theykromily Wy. 
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little their Viſits pleaſe me3 nor would 
| you your (elf (if you had any reſpe for 
me ) promote their coming, when | here 
were Twenty Diſcreet Women at leaſt, 
who came to ſee me with a great deal of 
Kindneſs and Reſpect, and the Chear you 
provided for them, I would be aſhamed 
to {et before their Servants 3 this is truth, 
Sir, I ſaw it with my own eyes, over- 
whelm'd with. Tears, to hear that they 
ſhould in a lighting, ſcoffing way take 
notice of it, Well, My Dear,you are ſoon 
moved I find to Paſſion, thol give you no 
; occaſion 3 but ſatishe you (elf, that hence- 
= | forth, I ſhall be contertt that you pleaſe 
Y {| yourſelf, and riſe when you think it con- 
2 | venicnt. Do what you- pleaſe, Sir, only 
* | 1 beg of you to talx to me no longer; 
S | for | am very full of Pain, and would de- 
mn | fireyou to ſend to our Neighbours not to 
m | come becauſe I am fo much indiſpoſed.; 
YC Love, ſays he, they ſhall come, and be 
£1 well Treated too 3 for Gods fake let me 
at F alone, and do what you will, Then one 
of the Nurſes attaques him with her de- 
ceitful Tongue, 'pray'Sir, do not forcemy 
Miſtreſs to ſpeak. it is very dangerous for 
{ſhe is a very weak Woman, and if the 
bath” Wind gets into her Head, it will do her 
wo San icreparable Injury (O brave CT” 
ns 0 then 
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then ſhe draws the Curtains, and the Wife 
and the Husband are not yet Reconcil'd ; 
however . ſhe expects the Goſlips, who 
will a&. their parts (o cffectually, and give 
him ſuch Flouts and Jeers, which will ſo 
tame him, that he' may be eaſily led any 
where by the Noſe for ever after. Howe- 
ver away he goes and makes Proviſion for 
them in a more plentiful manner, by rea- 
ſon of the Reproot he received from his 
Wife, The G-ntlewomen at the time ap- 
p-'nt:d appear, | e welcomes them all,and 
conducts them to his Wite's Chamber ; 


where they and the ſick Woman Eat and. 


Drir.k heartily, t» a more than becomir 

Feſtivity, and Flizt and: Joke with. the 
Maſter-of the Houſe, till they have - quize 
diſpirited him, and made him. a meer 
Mamma Mouchey 3 ſo that now he is con- 
tent to-do any thing for a quiet Life, dan- 
dle the Brat in his Arms, dry the piſt 
Clouts on his Horns, for fear the Nurſe 
curſe him, or clſe his Wife (having got 
the better end of the Staff ) tell him plaiq- 
ly; hetball never more enter her Premiſes, 
This comfortable Life he mult lead 3; his 


Wife muſt be maintained at a high rate, 


and have her Will in all-thingsz he: muſt, 


tive Meanly and Pcnuriouſly, having his; 


will in nothing 3 and thus he is augh Ip 
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the Net, where he firuggles to no pur- 


poſe, for there he muſt Live, in ſpight 
q of Fate, Deſpicably, and die Wretched- 


ly. 
The fourth Comfort of Matrimony. 


\ \ FT Hen a Man hath been ſo Injurious 
to himſelf as to abandon a fingle 

Life, and run headlong upon Marriage, 
without any Reaſon or Senſe ; ard having 
lived in the ſtate of Matrimony for the 
ſpace of ten or twenty years, hath his Ta- 

ble ſurrounded with Children, and the 
black Ox hath trod upon his Foot,all that 

he can do, is only to keep the Wolffrom 

the door, Charges daily increaſing 3 and 
among them three or four Daughters Mar- 

t | riageable,but not as yet diſpoſed of, whoſe 
- | good Qualities (I mean Pride and Info- 
© F lence) are too Notorious to the World, 
” ard the Father hath little, or no Portion 
'* Þ& to beftow upon them 3 he, poor Gentle- 
SN man, muſt be in a kind of Troubleſome 
51 Condition for his Daughters muſt be 
a, maintained gentilely at home, and - wall 
5J attired when they go abroad a ls Mode, 
D | tor theſe three Reaſons : 4 


4 
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Firſt, That they may be the ſooner put 
off, and by their Mincing Gate, and Gay 
Gab, bait ſom? Spark or other into the 
Net of Marriage. 

Sccondly,lt their Father be Hide-bound, 

and will not do it, he (hall have his Hands 
and his Heart full, and they will do little 
or nothing for him, preſuming-upon- tHicit 
Mother, who countenanceth them in {o 
doing; like a dutiful Wife, 
. Thirdly, The young Women in the 
Neighborhood are maintained finely, and 
well habitetl,and ſo muſt they to, and why 
not, as well as other mens Children, of the 
{ame Rank and Quality ? 

Thus is che Man wearied out of his 
Life, 'if he dradge not in the World to 
ſappart their Pride and Vanity, tho proba- 
bly to-their utter Ruine: ſometimes he 
beats the hoof twenty or thirty Miles a- 
bout bufineſs, or, -if he be Maſter: of an 
-Horſe,- rides at othertimes 100, to/attend 
the Parliament, or Courts in _Term-time 
"about a Law-ſuit, which hath been de 
-pending, from his Child-hood, fo that he 
is forced, to fave Charges, to go ver} 
meanly accoutred, having a pair of Boc 
Nine or ten Years old, and ſooften vamp 
and mended, that, like Drake's Ship,the' 
have not one piece of their firſt, Materia 
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his Sputs were made in Harry 8th's time, 
and one of them wants the great gingling 
Rowel : His Cloathes ſo mean and aged, 
that they will ſcarce hang together by the 
aſhſtance of Patching, fo as to cover his 
| Nakedneſs, or keep his body from the in- 
: | jury of the Weather: The Sword the 
© | wearsis a Hacking Morglay, which ſome 
» | of his Anceſtors took at the Siege of Troy : 
- His Beaſt carries behind him an old Knap- 
e I fack,that his Fore- fathers uſedat the Siege 
d }f of Boxloignez the Livery he gives is well 
Y Þ known, for the Antiquity thereof, both in 
© F City and Country, the Coat being worn 
© I fo ſhort that it ſcarce reaches the Pocket- 
15 F holes,and in good faith, *tis like to be long 
to | enough;e*r it be longer : In ſhort, thus he 
a- JF lives ſparingly abroad, to balance the great 
he Expences at Home, whither he returns 
a-S with a heavy Heart, and a light Purſe, the 
any Lawyers, Attorneys, Sollicitors and Bai- 
nd] liffs having ſufficiently purg'd his Bags, 
ny and ſent him away with a Flea in his Ear.. 
Being arrived at his own Apartment, be- 
1 hold now his comfortable Reception, his 
kind Welcome by his Wife ! who afſoon 
as ſhe eſpics him, inſtead of Embracing, - 
F treats him with a ſower Countenance, 
J finds fault with ſome miſcarriage in the 
any Houſe, ſtamps and ſtorms like a —_— 
&.« d tne 
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the Servants being all at her Beck,dare nof 
give any Reſpect or Attendance : nay, the: 
good-natur'd Elf, dares not open his 
mouth for any thing, till the Storm is o- 
ver, bears all- patiently, without the leaſt FF} 
no ſe, to prevent diſturbance in his Fami- | 
ly, and ſets him down ſome diſtance from *F i 
the Fire, tho very cold, ſhe and her Chil- F« 
dren keeping all the heat from himz at F( 
length being moved with her Dogged and FH 
| 
ſ 


Curriſh Uſage toward him, he may ſay, | 
Methinks Miſtreſs, you look very ſurly *Ff 
upon me, as if I had offended you, pray: 
get me ſomewhat to refreſh me, for I-_Ja 
am almoſt ſpent and tir'd off of my Legs, *b 
being wet to the skin, having neither Eat JF i 
nor Drunk this day,and yet you cannot-f@- pr 
much as afford me a pleaſant look : Yer, Yh: 
Gith (he, I had need take care of you in- m 
deed, you have ſpun a fair Thread, I have ſh: 
loft more by my. Hemp and Flax ſ{iceSth 
your abſence, then you will get theſe fiveſhFa 
years, by taking your Man along withiShe: 
| .you, fo that I had no body to help me tofles 
Soak or Whiten it ; beſides I have ofterylif6ec 
wilht ,you, fince your departure, at thelfbe ; 
Devils Arſe of Peak, that you did notſtopnot 
the holes in the Hen-hoſe, for the ſtink 
ing Pole-Cat hath eaten three of -my bellit f 
- Laying Hens, whoſe loſs is nat ſo hou! Wh + 
£ran 
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4 derable as you imagine, and if you fleer 
| this Courſe, you will be certainly one of 
q the pooreſt Men in your Family: Pray, 

faith he, Miſtreſs, don't you give me ſuch 

Language, God be praiſed, I am content 
£ with what I have, and ſhall have more if 
-F it be his will, beftdes, there are ſtill ſome 
charitable, good People in my Family : 
Good, for what, ſays, ſhe, for nothing ? 
E know but few of them, if any, worth 
Ythe mentioning : Ay, ſaith the Husband, I 
ſay good People: And what good do 
y” Ythey doyou ? what = ? as much good 
las yours : ſay you 1OFTweet Sir, but Pll 
s, "bc bold to tell you to your Teeth, and ſpit 
it 
© 


in the face of thoſe that (hall dare to op- 
Apoſc ic, that yours had been a poor ſtock, 
had it not been for the frequent Supplies of 
my Friends and Relations, and if they 
ve {ſhould hear you fay half ſo much to me, 
xcegthey would tell you your own, in good 
wveFaith, would they. Well! prethee (weet 
iehYheart (ſaith he) be not ſo High, let us 
 toflleave off this Diſcourſe : and ſo he is for- 
tereed to acquieſce,for fear his Friends ſhould 
Fe acquaiated therewith. But the Fray is 
not yet over, for it happens that one of 
the little Children falls a crying, and as 
velit falls out, *tis the Father's Darling, whom 
(ihe whips ſeverely, more to ſpite him,than ; 
au any 4 
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_ - any thing elſe + prethee Woman, faith 

he, why are you ſo {harp with the Child ? 
in the DeviF's name, faith (ſhe, what do 
you concern your {clf you are not at the 
trouble of bringing them up, or looking 
after them?” that is my Drudgery Night 
and Day, as long as I am able to ſtand 
upon my Legs 3 ſhame on you muſt I bz 
thus controul'd,that I mult not corre my 
own Child ? it I takehim up agen, I'll flea WM. 
him, and do you ſeek your Remedy, Then'- # 
{ays the Nurſe, indeed Sir, you are not at 
home to ſce it, nou you know what a 
heavy hand my Tidy has in bringing 
them up.: by my faith (faith the Cham- 
bermaid) it is a ſtark ſhame, that when 
you come home, inſtead of our rejoycing 
at your Company, you create nothing but * 
Diſturbance and Noiſe among us 3 Noiſe, 

' faith the Lady, go you Fool, this is no- 
thing in compariſon of what 1 have taken 
at his Hands, and mult do fo fill, as long }; 
as It pleaſeth my good God. Thus the Ji 
whole Family, by the inſtigation of the 
Mifreſs, is up in Arms againſt their Ma-' 

 ſter, who creeps to Bed Sappetlefs: and | 

 Comfortleſs; the Children inthe Night 
bawling about his cars, that: he can take 
no reſt, which is done on purpoſe to 


# o—_ him 3 thus he ſpends wet: 
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Win Care, his Nights in Torment; ard fo 


we leave him to enjoy the Fruits of his 
Folly. 


The fifth Comfort of Matrimony. 


Ove or Luſt, call it what you pleaſe, 

may be counted (if at all) pardona» 

Wble in Young 3 but in Old Men not to be 
endur'd 3 when they have exhauſted their 
bumidum radicale, their Bodies being in- 
Wvaded by Rheum, and thoſe many Infir- 
mities that attend Old Age, This is the 
Caſe at preſent of our Grave Senior who 
is Married to a Young Brisk Girl of a 
*ENobler Extract than himfclf; but certain- 
ly there is reaſon in this, for (he might 
have been Matcht to a far greater advan- 
tage, but her Friends were forced to dif- 
pole of herto any one (God wot:) be- 
vg but of a crackt Reputation, and hav- 
Fog. hada.fhrew'd MiſchanceFthe effect of 
Xx Youthtul Wantonnels 3 and tho this 
Rhatly been{frequently. difcours'd--of about 
Town,” yet the dotirg Cornuto,is too 
redulous to believe any ſuch Rampant 
Stories, | but Rands highly in her Vindica- 
ion; -Thus-he; being well firicken - in 
AY I yCars, 
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years, abandons all ſorts of Pleaſures, an1 
oaly ſtudies to turn the Penny to advan- 
tage, that he-may maintain her according 
to her port, Gentilely: but his Lady be- 
ing of a Generous Temper, and in' the. 
Vigour of her Youth, is no way incline-Y. 
able to that cloſe-hſted humour of her A 
varicious Bedfellow, but reſolved to paſs 
her time jovially, and ſwim in Delight: 
and Pleaſure, To this purpoſe her tirſtY- 
Intrigue is to get a Gallant,which is ſoon#- 
done by the opportunities She has at Treats 
and Meetings, whether She daily rambles Þ ; 
and an Afﬀignation being made, they ca. 
refs and embrace one another without con { 
troul or Suſpicion 3 for her Honour mult ; 
be till preſerved untainted 3 and havingfl 5 
diverted thetnſclves with all the Amorougf f 
Sports and Love-Toys, that Wantonne(l x 
- ever could invent, the next Diverſion ic 
to Droll at -her Aged Husband, who ii { 
buffooned on all fides by all Perſons, butffi p 
more particularly and bitterly by her < 
dilhip. We! home ſhe returns, big with 
fi 
At 
ta 
Pt 
M] 
ar 


expectation of her Gallants appointed Vi 
SO Morning, and ie wit! 
' herHusband She-goes, with as much love} 
as the Devil has for Holy Water 3-and' by 
that time his frozen Lintbs are fomewh 
thaw'd with natuzal heat, the ay 
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Goat mult be up and at her; but She -pre- 
- J tends She is very ill, drowſie and incli- 
'gg-nable to ſleep 5. therefore pray (faith She) 
e-Y let me alone, you will infinitely oblige me, 
if you will forbear till Morning, and then 
c-F-I ſhall be fit for your {ſervice 3 at which 
\-J.the Old Oaf turns for fear of diſpleaſing 
{sY-her 3 whoſe Head runs upon nothing but 
he -Mecting with her Friend, and contrives 
ritE-withal, (conſulting with her Pillow) 
on -how to put off the Old Man, that he ſhall 
SE-not touch her, -when Morning comes 3 
es, which (he cunning]ly effects, as followeth 3 
either ſhe riſes very carly, leaves the old 
Gentleman faſt (for Age is Childiſh, and 
conſequently ileepy for thermolt part) and 
JF is f{atisficd ortired with her Gallant, be- 
fore Father Graybeard awakes: and then 
ul rummageth about the Houle playing the 
Good Houſewife ſcemingly : or otherwiſe, 
the does not riſe at all; but before day ap- 
uy pears, the ſighs and groans on purpoſe,that 
ij the good Gentleman may hear her, who 
tg preſently asks her how ſhe is : indeed love, 
fith the, 4 have ſuch a pain in my fide, 
accompanied with the Gripes ,. thatT can 
J-takeno reſt, I think it is my old Diftem- 
" per: prethee, ſweet heart, turn to me; - 
upon my faith,tny Dear,l am all ina ſweat 
and dare” not for fear. of catching -cold, . 
_:*, C which 


" 
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& which may coſt memy life,being of a weak: 
Conſtitution: then he covers her cloſe up, |, 
bids her be careful of her (elf, and he will JL 
take care of her Houlhold-Afairs : up he $ 
gets without Fire or Candle, yet procures ig: 
her a fire againſt her rifing : thus ſhe takes z 
her eaſe, and laughs in her ſleeve at the fy 
Old Mans Folly, when he underſtands ſhe Ya; 
is up, he comes to {ce her very lovingly, 
and begins to be Amorous, but ſhe having Þ.. 
amind to diſappoint him, ſays, would it; 
were God's Will that you would never, 
meddle with me, till I did ask you : and 
would you not then, ſays he ? no, upon 
my Conſcience, Love, I think not, and had; 
I'known but as much before, I would ne- 
ver have Married : Why then did- you; 
Marry.faith he ? indeed Love, I know not; 
I was but a Young Girl anddid it in obe«, 
dience to the Commands of my Parents :, 
what is the meaning on't, ſweet heart,you, 
_ are always in this humour? I do not, 
know, but indeed, Love, were it not to, 
pleaſe you,I would never be troubled with, 
due Benevolence, as you call it : thus ſhe; 
wheedles the fuperannuated Fop into a; 
ſtrange conceit ' of her Chaſtity: ſo tha 
this perſwaſion increaſeth the Flame of his 
AﬀeSion,. which he thinks can never | 
extinguished.But now obſerve the _ | 
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Yſobtilty of a wity Woman, who never 
wants one contrivance or other to chouſe 
any one she hath a mind to-pleafe, If she 
Fhas a mind to Cajole him out of Cloaths, 
Rings, Jewels, Moneys, or any thing that 
Alhe fancies,the Scene is quite altered 5 then, 
when they are both warm in Bed, how the 
Fdifſembling Gipfie Kiſſes, Hugs and Squee- 
s him in her Arms, till his old bones 
Fattle in hisskin, and helps his aged Hea- 
ineſs with her youthful Ativity, to that 
Mthe old Man is in a kind of Extalie,to find 
Fhcr fo prodigal of her Favour and Kind- 
1 necl\s ; prethee my Dear ! (faith (hz) have a 
great care of your ſelf, for my {ake,as well 
Was your own ; for my Life is bound up 
ith yours, and one Grave muſt contain 
Jus both : Would to God I had no other 
*\YParadile on this fide Heaven but to be In- 
**Ftombed in your Arms, this I ſpeak cordi- 
Ily, God is my Witnefs 3-and if any Man 
lid ever touch my Lips, but.your ſelf, and 
my Couſin, (and you allow of that by 
ommanding me to do it,) then let my 
*FPuniſhment be never to receive Kiſs or 
mbrace from you more, and that 1 am 
ure would foon break my poor Heart 3 
br Tim confident there is not a ſweeter 
ANatured Man in the Univerſe, than you 
Fare. No, Love, faith he,cxcept the Gentle- 
_"_- C2 man 
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man that Courted you before me: Pith 
Piſh, fays (he, upon my Honour, 1 was» 


_ {mitten with you the firlt time I (aw you?! 


tho at a diſtance, I may very - ſafely fwear 
it was Love at firlt fight ; I think it was 4 
Match made in Heaven z tor my Father 


would haveMarricd me to that Gentleman 


but 1 would never conſent to it ; I can 
give no reaſon for it, but it was *Decreed 
1t ſhould be {o. Thus ſhe procures what 
the deligned, tho at never (o dear a rate; 
and this kind of Careiting ſoon opens the 

Miſer's Coffers, who knows her temper 
ſo wcll, that ſhe will never give over till 
ſhe has her will, whatſoever it coſts. Now 
th2 begins, being furniſhed, to think of 
other things 3 her Gallant, that ſhe for- 
merly maintained, muſtlike her overworn 
Apparel, be laid af de, and a new,rich one 
embraced 3 but ſhe is to0.crafty to be tot 
forward, and. keeps him at a bay for: 
time, 'rcfuſeth his Preſents and Viſits, til 
her Plots are brought to Maturity ; The 
young. Gentleman is Enamoured, and 
wants an opportunity. to meet with her 
Maid;which he ſoon obtain : Sweet-heart 
quoth he, .I mult have a little Talk: wit 
you 3 that you may, Sir, f you pleale : yec 
know (Aaith he) the extream Paſſion tha 

I have tor your Lady, do you- think then 
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is any poltibility- of obtaining my* defires:? 
j-Did ſheever mention me ſince the It in- 
oj terview? In truth, Sir, ſhe never - opens 
v4 her Lips, but to your Commendation. 2n! 
x0 ] am ſatisfied ſhe withes you well: WL}, 
£4 Child ! 1 do wholly confide in yeu, &o 
but have me {o much in your thoughts, as 
1 now and then to ſpeak a good word for 
44-mc, and you (hall be no loſer 'by it 3 1 
it$-will beltow a new Gawa upon you, and 
here are five Guineys to buy you Gloves : 
JS Excuſe me, Sir, ſaith ſhe, I ſhall not take 
F-them 3 but indeed, Sweet-Heart,you ſhall, 
14-a0d fo at length, with ſome little per. 
of {waſion, likea right Maid, ſhe crys Nay, 
Fj and takes it : Away (he haftens to her 
Lady, and acquaints her,that she had met 
with her Gallant : well, and. what- fays 
he? -. Why, faith, Madam, I think he is-a 
little- Lunatick, upon yuur account, for he 
-neithex knows what he does or ſays : But 
how doſt thou like him,Gul ?-good Faith, - 
Madam, I look upon him tro be the :moſt- 
Comely, Complete Gentleman that cver 
. ſet, my eye on in my Life, and I am of 
Opinion, tþat; he will be a very: Fond and. 
Faithful Lover : nay, he is a Gentleman 
every. Inch of him, hath a very good E- 
liate, 'and-is able to Gratifie your Kind- 
JF veſſes, by which Means you may embrace 


CG 3 - @ 


38 The fifteen Comforts 

a Happy and Comfortable Piece of Gallan 
-try, as long as you have'the enjoyment © 

each others Socicty.. Introth I am at: : 

loſs, almoſt at my Wits end, I can 

nothing out of my Husband, but what i 

abſolutely neceſſary : Pray, Madam, Cor 


ſider of it, for I promiſed to return him 2 
anſwer to morrow : But how Girl, shal 
we curry this Horſe ? how $shall we ma 
nage this Afﬀair ? As for that, Madam, tet 
me alone I beſeech you, I shall meet-hin 
to Morrow-morning,and then FI tell-hin 
plainly, that you would not ſo mud a 
Jend the leaſt Ear to my Diſcourſe, or 
ſent to any thing requeſted (do what- I} 
could) being ſo tender of your Honour 
and Reputation, and I am ſure I can Aa 
a Difſembling Part 'pretty well. In the 
Morning, after she had made him atten 
evo Hours at leaſt, they meet together ac 
:cording to Appointment, How nowSwee 
Heart, ſays the Gallant, how is -it witl 
your Lady ? She is very Thoughtful andf 
; Penſive, :full of Grief and Sorrow for the 
ill Uſage of her Husband, who is ſo wick 
ed a Man to her, that it is not'tobe be 


;lieved what the Poor Gentlewoman ' un- 
.dergoes : I am ſorry for't (quoth he 
with all my-Heart 3 but what -did you 
-Lady ſay to you ? upon my Faith, _ | 


— 


4 
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fpake to her, for which I have gained a 
great deal of i} Will; ſhe would not fo 
much as hear me, nor conſent to any thing 
propos'd, ſo highly doth ſhe prize her Re- 
ig patation, and it {hzhad a mind to be kind 
to her Neighbotrs,. and Love- them as her 
Aclf, ſhe is under an Tralian ſlavery, being 
J fo kept in and Watcht by the old Lutnp 
of Jealoufie her Husband. I do not -re- 
q: member, that ſhe ever exchanged a'word 

with any Man in Diſcourſe, Fnce I have 
+0 09s wer her, and I have been her Ser- 
vant four years and upwards, but on- 

ly with your ſel the other day, whom ſhe 
q$ remembers ſtill, and for ought I know, to 
be plain with you,would ſooner love you, 
WJ than any other in the World.Dear Child, 


kg (faith he) bring bat that about, and PII 


be your Eternal Friend. Truly Sir (faith 
ſhe) 1 have done already all that lies in my 
0 power as to that, and dare not attempt a- 
thij ny further, but in-any thing elſe teaſcable, 


i Command mz, 'and I'm your Servant. 


<> Prethee, adviſe me what to do in this 


Caſe: Why, your beit way will 'be to © 
make an Addreſs: to her your felf,and now 
4s the moſt Critical time in the World 3 
\ for ſhe and herHusband are at Variance, 
af \and you will find hx atChurch,where you 
1 may make your Amours to her,- Careſs 
- | C 4 her, 
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her, and preſent her,” tho Pm confiden 
ſhell refuſe all 3 but no matter for that, 
ſhe'll have a greater Eſteem for you, not- 
withſtanding her Denial, and will fet a 
higher value upon your Generolity and 
Worth than youcan poſhbly imagine, do 
as I counſ?l you, and(o all happineſs at- 
tend you ( Sanctified Advice indeed in fo 
Sandihed a Place,to make the Church a 
Brothel-Houſe, and Rcligion a Pander to 
ſordid Luſt ! ) when you have ated your 
part, as I have told you, (faith this She- 
Emiffary of the Devil) give me what you 
intend her as a Preſent, and I will fo or- 
der the matter, that (he (hall accept of it, 
or do my utmoſt endeavour,tho I loſe my 
labour. You ſay very well, - my Dear 
Child ! and fo they part. Away runs this 
Gigling, Baggage.and ſmiling at her Lady 
upon my Soul, Madam, there are a great F 
many- Perſons in the. World, who would © 
. wiſhfor your Happineſs3 for he is reſolv'd © 
to Accolt you, and- diſcover. his whole 
mind 3 now ſummon all your diſcretion 
together, let this be your dernier effort, as 
'the Frenchman terms it ; carry your ſelf 
firangely” to him, and} hold him in fuf- 
penſe for a time 3 for yor know, *ris Ex- 
petation. makes a Bleffing dear; but be' 
' ſure you be not fo ſyere in your Deport- 
" ment 
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ment as to Daſh the Young Gentleman 
quite out of Countenance. Thus full freigh- 
ted with hopes, ſhe haſtens to Church, {ii- 
mulated by ' Lechery, rather than Devoti. 
af 98 3 wherearrived, her Gallant attaques 
her, but (he will conſent to nothing,nor 
accept of his. Preſents > however lhe _cn- 
tertains him ſo favourably, that he n.ay 
plainly diſcover her Aﬀcction to be rr ore 
than ordinary: fo thev take . leave witi a 
light heart, and the Lady and her wai- 
tirg Gentlewoman Conſult how to - ma- 
nage. the Bulineſfs cleantily without ſuſpj- 
cion ; I am fitished, Madam, faith her 
Maid, that he has a longing defire to he 
| wrapt up in your Embraces,and I will tell 
YE bim my Maſtcris gone into the Country 
for ſome. time, and bring him the backr 
way to your Chamber, in the deepelt k- 
Jence of the Night, (the Secureſt- time for 
{uch Secrelies) yet fo-that you ſhall.ſezrm 
af £'be altogether ignorant of: my Delign, 
and Counterfeit, 2rcalPaſtion for ſq fixange 
ard unworthy a furpriſal,c and whhal ave 
quaint. him-that you will cry cut, and.ca!l 
£0 upon. me, and: what he paefents you with. 
| by my. hands, do you. obſtinately rcfie 
© at firfi.3z- Chide me tor. it before his face, 
pre(s:me to.xeturn. it; but yet 1 hops you 
will haye the grace at laſt to,accept it. for 
Win%- » C5 in. 
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In truth there is no dealing with Men; but 
by out-doing them in Female-Craft, the 
"only weapons we have to defend our (elves 
againſt that Sex. Now this cunning Wench 
finds out the Gallant, who asks her what 
News? In ſhort Sir (faith (ſhe) not to 
Trifle away time, which is very precious, 
if 1 could prevail with her to accept the 
preſerit you intend her, the Buſineſs would 
be done effeQtually, aad to your ſatisfaQi- 
on 3; the Gallant being raviſhed with her 
Diſcourſe, immediately puts fifty Guineys 
into her Hand, as a preſent of his AﬀeCti- 
on toherLady., Well Sir ({ath ſhe) 1 will 
undertake one thing more, for I know my 
Lady has a kindneſs for you ; therefore 
' come you the back way, in the dead time 


* of the Night, now my Maſter is abſent, 


and I will convey you to her Chamber, 
fhe being Childiſh-and conſequently Slee- 
py, you'will have the better opportunity 
to uncloath your ſelf, and to Bed to hes 
without Delay, or Ceremony, and in all 
probability the bulinefs will be done 3/for 
when you both are naked in one Bed, and 
in the dark too, there is no Diſpute of 
+ come, come Sir ! Women 

and Bloud, -as well as Men, and 
5cRt to Failings as well as they': 1 qe: 
ition not bat yourknow the old Proven 
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Faint Heart ne'r won Fair Lady, there- 
fore be Brixk and AGtive, and you need 
not deſpair of obtaining your deſire, Pl 
pawn my Reputation for it. The Lady 
is informed of all Paſſages between them, 
the Preſents are accepted, and the Cham- 
ber-maid finds the Lover at the Place and 
Time appointed. Conveys him to her La- 
dies Chamber, and (o leaves him » Now 
you may imagine that his Deſires being 
winged with Love, he was not long dif-_ 
robing himſelf, but ſteals into Bed, 'and 
embraces her in his Arms, at which ſhe 
ſeems to ſtartle out of a feigned ſlumber, 
and ſays, what, my Dear, is it you ? No, 
Madam, it is I, ſays the Gallant ? how 
you? ſaith lhe, who are you 2? this is not 
to be endured 3 whereupon ſhe Itrugghes + 
to riſe, calls upon her Gentlewoman, | 
twice or thrice, but alas ! to no purpoſe; 
and great pity *tis, that in ſuch a time, of 
Necelfity the Maid would give her no W 
{wer : Ah | ! (Gaith (be) I'm > th ey 
ſtruggles for it, till bo breath Th 
{othat-ſhe was at his Mercy, w ho 
her very kindly, ſhe enjoying ſuch. 


ES 


ufage as ſhe exp<Red, and they, both de- 


4.3. yet, to ſpeak the truth, Men are to 
me forithele rude Affaults: and. what 


Fa : 
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durſt not cry out as loud as ſhe would, for 
fear of loſing her Reputation ? but to make 
"the beſt ofa bad Market, here's their com- 
'fort (till, the Curtains cannot.and the Maid 
dares not tell any Tales. Thus they made 
the beſt improvement of their time, and 
when they had ſufficiently ſolaced *emſelves 
parted amicably, till they (ſhould have an 
opportunity to re-enjoy their delights, the 
next Afhgnation.But at length by ſome un- 
lucky accident or other, otd Erra Pater.the 
Husband, comes to be certainly informed. 
of the whole matter, and irideed more: 
than he car'd to hear, which puts him into 
' a Raving Jealous Fit of Melancholy 4. he: 
ftamps and ſtares like one diſtracted ; but! 
ſh: being now fleſhed wita Luſt, and ſea- 
foned with impudence,' gives him as good 
as he brings, updraids him with his beg- 
| gerly Relations, laughshim to ſcorn, and 
his. is the only Mirth he is like to enjoy 


with-a gontinuando, till at laſt dried* up Yi 
with grief, and (hrig{d* with Age' he 

brings his Gray-haizFþith- forrow to the hu 
Grave. AE. yo 


of © Matrimony. 7 45 


% 


| The ſbxth Comfort of Matrimony. 


| 

HE next Married Couple we meet 
with enjoy the Comforts of Matti- 
2 Rimony, as much as any of the five preceeg- 
» Ying : and here it is the fortune of a Man, 
> to be Wedded to a Woman of fo croſs 
| Band domineering a Temper, that ſhe will 
> {wear the Breeches and the Cap too, 
» Wo that the poor Fop at Home is like John 
> YHold-my-ſtaff, ſhe muſt Rule, Govern, 
t BInfult, Brawl, underſtand all coneerns at 
» Yhome and abroad; anſwer all bulineſles, 
| manage all Aﬀairs, tho ſhe be never ſo 
- {well maintained, arid want for nothing,” 
| Yyct he muſt bein the Family like a mecr. 
7 YCypher,and her whole delight and defight 
> Yis to Plague and Torment him. And 
2 Fthus ſhe begins'; when they have paſt a- 
way the Night very ſportinfly, and en- 
J$joy&ife delights of the + nr 
| - ES J ought to do, her Husband 


"Yeaes;0gtt'tvety good humour, tofdrefs' 
"Banc TH) $ 
Ark. aa” 


If up;Ht; in the mean time, 
ricking, takes caze of the 
Dance Affairs, *arid when Dinner is 
br. RT ET ready 


_ 4 # > - 
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ready, ſends for his Wife to accompanyſ'y 
him 3. but word is brought (he will nof/h 
Dine to day, go agen (faith he_) and big; 

; her come, the Maid does ſo, and tells hai x, 
Miltrcſs. my Maſter defires you to comell y 
g0 and tell him once more, that I will not «; 

* come : the Good: man is not ſatisfied withſ/q 
thisanſ{wer, but {cnds a third time, but te £ 
no purpoſe; ſo that at length he goes him.9 
lelt, and asks ber why (he will not come toff @ 
Dinner2not a word will (he give him;zwhath { 
ail'tt thou,my Dcar ? not a Syllable will ſhe 
return,but Pout and Frown,he inquires « 
the Family what is the Reaſon, but cannot 
recciveany ſatisfaction ; when as the truth 
is, ſhe ajles nothing, but only reſolves *tq 
be Dogged, and perhaps will not come to 
Dinner, do what he can; at other times, 

fibly he may prevail with her, whey 
he hath.begged ſo long till the meat-. is 
iled at the Fire, or cooled on' the Tas 
ble, and then-he leads her to Dinner, but 
(he has-no ftomach, not one Morſel will 
down, and he like a +Fop, to comply 
froward humour, will fat 


him#%; aud 
Cour his tavgur, that doates uppw- her, 


He Reoewe cc — mnswc ACLPTPRLAQY =zwMaO 
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'xeady 2 If he ſhould deſpiſe and contemn 
oF her, then ſhe had reaſon to ſcrue her ſelf 
J'into his affection, if polſible. Another 
AJ trick ſhe has to vex him, and that is this, 
when he is abroad, he ſometimes acciden- 


off tally meets' with ſome of his.intimate ac- 


W quaintance, to whom he 1s infinitely obli. 
'ped, and'has a deſign to Treat them ar his 
ny -own Houſe, which is more Gentile,ard leſs 
of chargeable than at the Tavem; away he 
ſends. his Servant to her, who when he 
comes, {ays, Miſtreſs, my Maſter will be 
here in the Evening with three or four 
tf Friends, Perſons of -good Repute, and de- 
fires ycu would provide every thing ne- 
ceſlary for their reception. Upon+ my faith 
(faith (he) not 1, I will have nothing to 
do with his Treats, why did he not come 
himfelf ? I don't know that, Miſtreſs, 
but this he commanded me to tell you: 
Go, go, you area very Rogue,and meddle 
with that, that does not concern you. Welt, 
to ſhew her readineſs and obedience, ſhe 
firſt ſends all the'Servants abroad, excepta 
well-inftructed ' Maid or two, brought up 
to her own hand, that have the length of 
her' footexaQly, and then ſhe whips int" 
her Chatnber, and locks her {elf up; | 
$f her Husbund' comes-home, he asks if. eve- 
f 15-thing-be xcady, according tobis order 5 


4 &. truly 
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truly Sir, faith the Maid, my Miſtreſs is v6}, 
xy ill, and there is no body at home to dQ. 
any thing 3 this puts our Maſter (if he map 
be fo called without offence) into a. greaY,, 
Chafe, but however-leads his Friends intdfſe 
the Parlour,where all things are out of onfg, 
der, and thercfore goes to his Wife, why g 
have you ſerved me ſo ? faith he, Sir, yo 
do command {o many things at once, that 
Ido not know which to turn my ſelf tofip 
firſt, Fy ! Fy! ſaithhe, you have donefſ,y 
me the greateſt diskindneſs imaginable 3 forfy,. 
theſe are the only Perſons in the World ie 
that I am obliged to. And how can I; 
help it? (ſays [he)what would you have mgly,. 
to do?. You ſhew your Wiſdom in it ing; 
deed 3 well. do what you pleale'; I'm ſurgjs 
it don*t-pleaſe me. But-heark you Gentle, ru 
woman, why did you, {end the Servantgc, 
out of the way? God bleſs me, what afa; 
Queſtion is that from & wiſe Man as youſg, 
are?/ Did | know, or could 1 divine, think, 
you,that 'you had any occalion. for. them?Þ.., 
When the -mifchicyous wretch. ſent.themſ,,, 
out..of the way, on purpoſe to diſappoint}; 
and- Fret him.. - Away he goes agen to his} 
«Sricggs in a- fury, but (hc: valyes it; noty(e; 
knowing the- Storm will ſoon.blow-0renflge 
T 0 be fhort, he buliles about,,and.ſets,; | feſ 
things invas good- order as he an«..:;Fheuffhe 
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The ſends for ſome of the Table-Linnen, 
Jand word 4s brought there's none to be 
hid, He goes to his Wite, and tells her 
J what aſhame and diſgrace it will be, both 
for him and her, not to have fine Linnen, 
"J lhe tells him there is Linnen out already, 
Jgood enough for them 3 for I'm ſure my 
Friends and Relations are content with 
Wit, when they beſtow a Viſit on us, -and 
Fm ſure they are as good as the beſt of 
"them, but however to ſatisfie you, all the 
Jbcſt Linnen is in the Waſh, except what 
©Fis under Lock and Key in the Trunk, and 
the Keys were loſt this Morning, 3 but you 
had bett go ask the Chamber-Maid, and 
bid her ſeck them 3 for I know not what 
Wis become of them, I have ſo many things 
running in my head, that I do not know 
ſometimes what Ido, 1 amin ſuch diſira- 
ion and confuſion. Then the Fop bites 
the Lip,” ſcratches his empty Nodle,«and 
raps out a great Oath, being enraged (and 
Fycaufſe enough too) that he will + quickly 
"make the Locks flie, if they do not find 
*Ithe Keys, and that ſpeedily too, Say you 
Flo, good Sir, quoth ſhe, I would I could 
wWice 'that-once, you: would ſhew a great 
"deal of diſcretion in ſuch an ation, I} con- 
Ffels; buthis heat being ſomewhat allay'd, 
he conſiders ſhe is in the right, and _ 
- A 
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fall-to what is before them. the belt Wine 
Meat and every thing, being at her diſpc 
ſal, but they are like to go without it; for-Þ 
all her Hufting Husband. Nay they mu 
not have clean Sheets, but lie in Foul Li 
nen;. Well ! in the Morning they takg' 


their leaves, and divert themſelves upor h 


the Road with the Poor, over-ridder 
Fools affliction, reſolving never more tofſ: 
ſet foot within his doors. When they arg 
gone, he attaques his Wife (thinking te 
beltow a little moderate reproof upon het! 
faying, indecd, 'my Dear, you are a ve 
ſtrange Woman, and I do not at all 


derftand your froward humor : Lord 
bleſs me, faith ſhe, what ado you keeq 


x 


about -me ? I am weary-of my Life, wouh 
1 were as deep in the groundas Tam high 
1am up early, and down late, feeding 
your -Poultry,-loaking after: your Dc 
Vick Aﬀeirs, Spinning Carding,and w 
not; never Idle, I am fure the Care I take 
will ſhorten my. days 3 and yet all- thi 
does not deferve (the more's my- grief 
-fo-much 2s one good word from: yy 
 Fexapeat home, and am as ſparitigas 
 þe, and you ſpend all abroad, 
not..content. - Thus they live '® 
tented, wretched Life,-:old made res | 
on "Ls Grief ſeizeth him;he' grow. 
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If Sot,: and ſhe makes a Beaſt of him; h& is 

intangled in the Net, and it he makes 

wi-himſclt away, or comes to fore itl End, 

W-he may thank himſelf for it, and verifies 

in the old Proverb, Merriage and Hanging 

J.go by Deſtiny, and there is an end of 
him. 


Y The ſeventh Comfort of Matrimony. 


re "THE Grave Hralians have'a Proverb, 

fo that Honeft Men , but wiſe Men 

do't, and that is the Reaſon we have {© 

many Fops in the World, and ſo few Jif- 

ol creet Perſons. Our next Married Couple 

that we ſhall repreſent: to you, we 'will 
ſuppoſe to be well Match, and they joy 

8 themſelves for ſome time 4 but+-the clear- 

eſt Sun may be often overcaſt withClouds, 
and then according to the Lyric Poet, * 


r Definc in Piſcem Mxlier formoſe fiperns, 
A Fair Morning may end in'a Lowring 

i Evening, Jn the heat and vigor of Youth 
if «their days may be ſomewhat —_ 
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but the Woman decays not {o ſoon as the 
Man, let their condition be what it will, 
for he is often harafſed and broken with 
Carking Care, whilit (he grows plump 
with Delight and Pleaſure : And as tor her 
Pain and Peril of Child-bearing, I do nq 
more wonder at it, than at the laying of 
a great Egg, by a Hen, or a Gooſe, the or 
dinary effect of Nature,no. more, notwith 
ſtanding all their Tictle Tattle, the Hen 
=_ always the fatter for laying, whillt 
the Cock ſcrapes and provides for her 


as the honeſt Married Man for his Wife 
And when the poor. Man begins to de- 
cline, grow weak and imbecile, the goody ; 


Wife continuing fiill very Blithe and 
Gameſome, then the - former Delights 
Amorous Tricks, Kind Exprefhons, Wa 
ton Looks and Glances, are turned-intd 
downright Scolding, and endleſs Conte 
tions Well! atlength (he begins to dif: 
cover her good T-:mper, (he looks ſow 
erly upon him with a Cloudy Countery , 
nance, flights and negle&s him-as i 
ſufficienit,' and is much concern'd. at the 
Diſappointment of his Impetauqus Nerv 
his Heat and Activity being lptt, or af 
leaſi-abited,” ' Then ſhe grows of "Opin 
on,' thar God and the Laws dif; ce 
tainly ordain a Woman more- than on} 
" Mah 
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Man as well in England as in Tarkey, 
and other well Regulated Countriegand 
faich (he will run the Riſque, and try hgw 
other Men axe Weapon'd and Qualihed 
for the Sport, and now the Game beging 
JF ſhe grows worſe and worſe to him, Teads 
him a (ad Life, that the fooliſh Man had 
4 better have choſen a Halter than a Wie, 
becauſe the former might have prov'dgthe 
end,whereas thelatter is but the beginning 
of his Miſery : For now through her looſe 
courſe of Life, the Candle burns at both 
ends, they live at Rack and Manger (as 
the old ſaying is) and all tends to Ruine 
ard Deſtruction, both of Soul and Body. 
"0 Thus (he Conſumes with her, unlawful 
5 Luſt, what he has Raked together by his 
lawful Care and Labour : Then he capitu- 
lates with himſelf, and ſays, *tis ſfirange to 
me that my Eſtate ſhould dwindle away 
at this rate, I am ſure, I have ever had 
a care of the Main Chance, and paid 
every one their own, lived ſparingly, 
cloathed my ſelf meanly, and all to. no 
FJ purpoſe; for I can ſcarce keep the Wolf 
T from the door. At length he grows Jea- 
| lous of his Wife, and imputes all his 
"0 Misfortune to her Miſcarriage : but upon 
"F Examination of the whole, ſhe wheadles 
© him. '{o cunningly by her nates > 
a that 
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that he is ſatisfied thoſe Reports” of her 
Inmodeſiy are falſe and malicious : She 
claps her hands upon his Head and wiſhes: 
the Devil had all that is under her Hands,” 
if ever any. Man kiſt her but himſelf: and! 


ſo the Fool is reconciled to his good Wife :h 


Nay ſhe proceeds farther 3 As for that Vil-FP 


lain that mifinformed you, fince it mu 
out, I'll tell you the whole truzh of the 


Story 3 this Baſe, Perfidious Varlet hathF 


been theſe two years attempting my Cha-F 
ſtity, but 1 have hitherto, (I thank myK 


. God for it_) kept my ſelf Pure, Undefiled; 
and-repulſed him to his fhame, if he has' 
any in him, notwithſtanding all hisK 


large Proflers and ſpecious Pretences. Can 


it enter into your thoughts, ſweet Heart! 
that I ſhould ever defile your Bed, away 
with all ſuch vain imaginations! Can 


it be ſuppoſed, that I ſhould leave oF 


kind and- comely a Man as you are, for 
the Embraces of another? I were worſe 
than the Devil himſelf, if I ſhould take 
{ach Helliſh Courſes z however T for- 
give him that has ſo baſcly beſpattred 


me 3 but I muſt- beg this Favour of youy 


that you never ſuffer him to. ſet. foo 
again within theſe doors; for if you do [ 
will ſhun- him Cane pejas &* angue, mo 


than a curft Cur, or a poiforous Adder” - 
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Sud I'll affure you, if I find you keep the 
Fcaſt Correſpondence with him for the 
Yuture, LT. will pack up my Awls, be gone 
From you, and will never live with you 
while I have breath in my body : God for-. 
Sid that you ſhould ever live to ſee that 
Way wherein I (hould defile your Bed 3 no, 
zo, my Dear, it is not come to. that yet ; 
©d then ſhe burſts out with Tears, wring- 
"Bog her hands, and bitterly exclaiming a- 
Sainſt that Wretch with all imaginable Fe- 
male InveAives. Well! all is well ; he is 
Waniſhed the Houſe, and the Good-man 
"Fails againſt him for a great Rogue, to a- 
"JÞule his good. Modelt Wite in {o high a 
ature. Thus he grows fonder and fon- 
Wer, becomes a meer Als, is infatuated by 
'ÞÞis Wife, and transfigur'd into a Beaſt, 
ithout Senſe or Reaſon. Thus ſhe has 
pot the Day,wears the Breeches (and thoſe 
Komen are Fools that donot if they can) 
as freer acceſs to her Gallant, unſu{- 
ved than: formerly, and the Fop her 
usband is deaf to all Accuſations : at 
iYcvgth through this Dotage he falls into 
Fxtream Penury, and finds to his 
"2Gera eff in funds Parſimonia, *Tis too late 
"$0 be ſaving, when there is nothing to. 
? 2Mave; theſe are the. Pleaſures and Com- 
v orts of a Marricd Life 3 he is made the 
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Scorn and Scoff of the Nc'ghbourhood, 


ſome perhips may be fo kind as to pitty 
the Honeſt Man 3 Wiſe Men rejet him; 
and ſlight his Company 3 his Wife ſmile 


at his Folly, enjoys her ftolen Amour ; 
undiſcovered : grows at length as com : 
mon as a Barber's Chair, no ſooner one « 
is out but another's in; expoſeth he 
Body to every Perſon, who is ſafficienthy] c 
TooPd for her Salaciouſneſs ; and atf | 
laſt (as'a juſt Reward of her Debauchef t: 
ry and Laſciviouſnels) gets the Foul Dig a 
ſeaſe of ſome Fouler Raſcal, gives it. haf 
good ' Husband, in Retaliation of all a! 
his fondneſs, ſo that they live in pain T 
all the days cf their lives, and at laſi end] 0) 
their days unpitied , loathſomly and fa 
wretchedly. 0: 


The eighth Comfort of Matrimony., > 


'Q ow next Married Couple that w lyir 

are to diſcourſe of are Perſons wel 

enough Matched, if they could be contenſ©0 * 

with what they have : God hath bIah%0! 

them with five or fix ſweet Children Li © _ 
- j 4 
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ing, and the Wife is as big as ſh2 can 
Tumble with another. The time of her 
delivery, and his charges draws nigh, and 
all things muſt be made ready for the 
$ good Wives that are about her; at l:ngth 
after ſome ſharp Throws, they give her 
g over for dead , the poor man is almoſt 
J at his wits end, when he tirſt hears that 
diſmal news, runs about like a Mad 
Man for help, falls on his knees, prays 
&f for her {afe delivery, his Prayers are heard, 
i and the is brought to bed of a Luſty Boy. 
# Now there is nothing but Carouzing and 
If and Rejoycing throughout the Family, the 
Tap runs apace, but the Goſtips Tongues, 
& oyld with Liquor, faſter, inte1lazded with 
{mutty diſcourſe, ſuitable to the preſent 
o:calion. The Spring of the Year is now 
coming on, and cvcry one of any Quali- 
ty is preparing, tor the Country to View 
—F Natures Green Tapeſtry , and hear the 
| Waibling Nightingale Carol her ſweet 
I Notes in the pleaſant ſerenity of the quiet 
YEvening, and among the reſt, the Wife 
FJ muſt'go to take the Country-Air after her 
I ying in, and *tis but requiſite for” her 
Mhealths: fake : but how to perſwade him 
eeffto take- this Journy, ther's the bulineſs. 
J@Now the begins to ſec all Eogines at work 
' OS D to 
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that purpoſe; firſt ſhe com es home dif- 
contented, and is very Snappiſh to her 
Husband 3 what's the matter ? Love! faith 
he, what makes you {o out of humour ? 
the matter, quoth ſhe, I think I have rea- 
ſon enough, the Child is very much di- 
{tempered with a Violent Burning Feaver, 
inſomuch, that the Nurſe proteſts to me 
(tho it wasa long time *ere I could pet ir 
out of her) that the poor Babe hath not 
taken the Breaſt thefe four days. I am 
heartily troubled, and know not how to 
help my ſelf; but that which afflicts me 
molt is, that upon my conlcience, I believe 
God Almighty punithes the Child for my 
lins, for I made a vow to go into the 
Country, and I (hall never be at reſt, till] js 
I have performed it. Why, {weet heart ? 
{faith he, have a little Patience, the time. 
is not yet Elapſed, you need not. be of «| 
haſty : Thave a great deal of buſineſs tofſ (þ 
diſpatch, and that of Concernment tooyf} n 
now when that is over you (hall go whereſ| uj 
you pleaſe. In troth, ſaith ſhe, don't tell 
me of buſineſs, I muſt go, and I will: go M 
there's nonecellity for my ftay, Pm -ſurdfj hc 
] can'do you go ſervice 3 and as: for: the 
charges, which I know is all. your” grielf: 
and tcar, I will pinch them out ſemeavsa 
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-$ or other, tho I abate it in Houſe-keeping 3 
ri This you do to perſwade the world what a 
1] good Husband you are 5 but it the truth 
*| were known, you will be found to ſave 
*1 at the Spigot, and'let it run out at the 
- Bung hole. The poor Man being thus 
»| Schooled by his Wite, mult provide for 
ef this Journey, or elſe all the Fat's in the 
rj Fire 3 there will be no quietneſs, if ſhe 
th does not go. abroad. Well the time is 
nf come, and they mult fet forward. Hor- 
of: ſes are provided, and a new Riding 
ey Garb for the Wife, he himſelf waits upon 
7 her, and muſt be as Trattable as a Span- 
I nicl upon the Road 3 his Wite is always 
ie wanting one thing or other 3 the Stirrup 
INF istoo ſhort, or too long, the Pillion is not 
8 well fixt, her Scarf flies off; the Horſe 
net -Trots too hard, and makes her fick, fo 
that (ſhe mutt light and take a Walk, then 
ſhe muſt be helpt up again, and this un- 
neceflary trouble hath the no{dy brought 
upon himſelf, beſides the deſtillations that 
ſhe is troubled with every quarter of a4 
Mile, ſhe having the Diabetes, and cannot 
9 hold water long. Being arriv'd at the 
gd place intended 3 ſhe is diſcompoſed with 
ey her” Journey, and her fiomach grows {© 
nice, ' that it Recks at ſuch Courſe food, as | 
- = D 2 Beek;...:., 
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Beef and Mutton, and ſhe muſt have a 
Fow!l to pick upon. Well away goes the 
contented Fool, and Trudges about the 
Town fur ſome Dainty bit to pleaſe -his 
L1dy,colt it never ſo much; tor you know, 
far {>uzht, and dear bought is fit for- ſuch 
Cattle ; and when he comes home, it his}: 
Marketting di{pleaſeth her, then the, as 
well as the rc(t of her Sex, falls fowl on 
the Good ran, ſaying, in truth you are} 
the ſtrangeſt perſon that ever liv'd, not 
at all it to Travel 3 not at all Complai- 
fant, you know not how to oblige cur 
Sex, The Patient Fop hears all and bears 
all, bzing accuſtomed co ſuch kind of re-F 
proof, as the Tinker's Dog'is to carry the 
Budget. After they have ſolaced them- 
{clves at this Pleaſant rate, as long as (he 
thinks convenient , home they returr, 
find all _ things out of order, the Hork: 
dead in the Stable, the Servants Gadding 
abroad after their own Invention, all their 
Mony*ſpent,that he cannot buy any more 
and therefore mult foot it about his own 
occalions and ſhe will not ſet her hand 
to do the leaſt chair in the Houſe, till ſhe 
hath had a Fortnights reli after her Tra 
velling ; only go a Viliting, Chat witt 
.. her Goſſips, and complain bf the: unſer$ 
viceablenel 
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viceablene's of her Husband throughout 
the whole Journey, The poor Man he 
ſettles to work,endeavours to ſet all things 
to rights, takes a great deal of pains 3 and 
if any thing is in favlit, he's hie in the 
Teeth with it; but if all things be wel 
'and in order, that mutt be im-putcd to her 
good: management, In tine.ſheis ſo taken 
with her Country- Journcy, that ſhe is re- 
E ſolved to be Travelling once a Year, what 
ever comes on't, and he ſhall. be at the 
Charge of it. Thus his Expences increaſe 
with his Years, he is 2fflicted with the 
Wracking Gout, and (which is a worſe 
' Diſtemper) a Froward Woman, that makes 
the ſmall Remainder of his days, com- 
fortle(ſs 3 for ſhe will Rule the Roaſt, muſt 
have her Will in alt things, will be Mi- 
ſtreſs and Govern, whillt he ſtands only 
for a Cipher at Home, and at length thro 
Griet and Diſccntent, becomes a meer 
Skeleton, and Languilheth away to no- 
thing. 
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The Ninth Comfort of Matrimony. 


Hen a Man hath once thrown him- 
| ſelf into the Net, or rather Pri- 
ſon of a Family, and taken a brick Wite, 
then the Comforts of Marriage daily flow 
in upon him : This Wife you muſt under- 
ſtind is a Havghty, Proud Spirited Wo- 
man, and would fain Domineer over her 
Husband 3; but he being a Prudent Man, 
manages his, Afﬀairs with ſuch Diſcretion, 
that ſhe, to her great Gricf finds, ſhe ſhall 
neyer get the upper hand. Thus for a 
time heis Head of the Family, and Go- 
verns his Wife and Children with Credit 
and Reputation ; he is happy in a nume- 
yous Iſſue of both Sexes 3; hath Educated 
them all very well, and Match'd them to 
good Fortunes; but mark what follows 3 
When all this is done, being full of years, 
the Infirmities of Old-age atlaft ſeize him, 
and- he is Fettred to his Chamber,by ſome 
Tedious and Chronical Diftcmper, fo that 
he is not able to moye or ſtir out of- his 
| Chair. Now the Domeſtick War begins 
de novo, the Wife will do "nothing of 
waat 
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what ſhe pleaſcth, tho ſhe was formerly 
kept under Hatches the Poor Man is now 
her Priſoner. and at her Mercy; the Wife 
grows Surly and Sawcy, the Children Ma- 
ſfterleſs, the SFtvants Unruly 3 -and if the 
- | Husband attempts to Correct them, (he is 
- | ready to fly in his face for it, Seeing him- 
; | felt chus Abuſed by his Wife, Dilobeyed 
7 | by his Children, and lighted by his Ser- 
- | v2nts, he takes it very much to heart ; 
- | But that which AMicts him moſt is the 
r | Extravagancy of his eldeſt Son and Heir, 
, | Bolſtred up by his Mother, only to break 
the old Man's Heart, and make him end 
his Life Miſerably, If he thinks of a Will, 
that he thall not be permitted to do, for 
fear he (hould bequeath fomewhat to his 
Poor Relations, or be too Laviſh in Cha- 
ritable Legacies : Now the old Gentleman 
is left in the Cold alone, unregardcd, 
whilft (he Goffips about in the Parith, and 
declares the Curriſh Uſage of hex Huſ- 
| band; had 1 not been (faith the) a Wo- 
1, man of a matchleſs Patience, I could ne- 
verhave lived with him half this time; 
but this is not all ; for when ſhe comes 
homeſhe throws it in his diſh frequently, 
and tells hign nov upbraidingly,that God 
Rewards him for if, The Good Man'is 
D 4 reſolved 
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xſulved to Admoniſh her ard her Chil- 
dren fairly, to ſee whether that will work 
any Good rpon her, and to that end 
calls them before him : My. Dear ! you 
are the only perſon that Tfever Loved, , 
and yet give me leave to tell you that I; 
am not pleaſed with your Carriage in ma» 
ny Particulars : You know I am Maſtcr © 
the Houſe, and will be as long as I live 
(but, faith, Old Gentleman you are milſta- 
ken, quoth the good Wite ſoftly and ſmi- 
lingly) tho ] am not uſed I:ke one at pre- 
ſent: You know farther how I have 
cver Cheriſhed you, as the Beloved Wife 
cf my Boſom, and kept you as tender as 
the Apple of my eye. but neither you, nor F 
my Children have behaved your (clves as<* 
you-ought to do. What would you have 
done? Itrow, faith ſhe, you are too well 
uſed, you do not know when you are well 7 
there is nothing wecan do to pleaſe you, 
Would ycu have us ftand demurely before G 
you with cur fingers in our mouths ? Not ( . 
ſo neither, I do not deſerve this Taunt wn 
ing Language at your hands. Then hefſ** 
turns to his cldelt Son ; Son, (faith he) 5 
I have made ſome Obſervations of  yourfſ<* 
Benavicur, with which I amp very muck B. 4 
Diffatisticd. You are wy Eſdeſt Son andf*** 

| Heir 
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Heir *tis true; but I ſee you Laviſh away 
KN 0my Eſtate Profulely, with Profligate and 
408 Pebauch'd Company : I have been a good 
1 ather, have Improved your Eſtate, and 
1 ſhall leaveyou a Plentiful Revenue, if you 
[ be Obedient and Dutiful, but otherwile, I 
{wear by all that is good and Sacred, you 
ſhall never enjoy my Eſtate. What would 
you have him to do?ſaith (he,one ſha!l have 
enough to do to pleaie you: Do you want 
for any thing * What would you beatTI 
wonder ? I never ſaw the Peer of you, 1 
yow to God you arc neither pl-aſed full, 
nor falting. Pray Woman, hold you your 
Tongue, and do not uphold him againit 
me, tho it hath been ever your way: to 
doſo. This done, the Mother and her 
Son lay their Heads together, and reſolve 
to give out, that the Old man is Craz'd, 
grown a Child again, and Wake the 
World bclieve he is Senſcleſs : if any one 
comes to ſpeak with him, and asks the 
- Good Lady for the Good Man ; {hz pre- 
Eſcnily Anſwers, Alas, Poor Gentleman ! 
he is falt enough in God Almighty's Dug- 
gcon 3 and how came that to paſs, Mi- 
dim ? God knows, Sir, tor do not, He 
#5 grown a Dotard, I am ſure I have no- 
{comfort or help of him, God help: ME. 
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and grant me Patience to undergoe my 
Afﬀictions. Truly, Madam, I am hearti- 
ly ſorry for it, Thus is the Old Gen- 
tleman Concealed from the World, and 
Confined to his Chamber. {o that he can- 
not Redreſs or help himſelf, nor unde- 
ceive the World of the wrong done him, 
This he muſt needs undergo with a great 
deal of Griet and inward Regret : bu 
fince he finds no other Remedy, he is re 
ſolved to bear it Paticntly, For my part 
I look upon this to beas great a Torment 
as can be upon Earth, for a Man to be wel 
ſiricken in years, Diſcaſed and Troubled 
with a Painful Ditemper, Szqueſtred fron 
all Friends and Relations, Debarred ofa 

"Company, but {uch as rather add to, thar 
-diminiſh_ his Sorxow. Thus he Lingen 
away in GriefF Pines with Pain, Langui 

ſheth wh Sorrow, lives Wretchedly 

but I hope dies Happily; tho my Pray 

ers fhall be, that Fortune would bring he 

to ſome ſhametul End, that occafion' 

it, and ſo Farewcl, thou wortt of We 

men |! 
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The tenth Comfort of Matrimony. 


le. E - that is once decoy'd into the Net 
m, of Matrimony, muſi bear with his 
tf Misfortune as well as he can; for *tis a 
ut} hard thing for him to get out of the Nooz, 
re when he is once faltned, as will appear by 
rt. this enſuing Diſcourſe. Our Married Man 
nfl here, that is to taſte of the Tenth Com- 
ell fort of Marriage (much good do his heart 
df with it) is bur a Puny, Diminutive, Con- 
"ll /-fumptive Animal,neither gifted wkh Wea- 
all pons nor Activity to pleaſe a Wifczand ſhes 
ar after an Efſay made of his Ability, comt- 
plains to her Motherggthat ſhe cannot love 
him, he is ſo Lean and®Meager, that ic 
ly is as good lying with a parcel of Carpen- 
37} -tex's Tools, as with him, his skin is (©: 
hel lanck, and his bones {o ſharp and extend- 
nd ed, that when he toucheth her in Bed; he 
pricks her like ſo many Needles, tho not 
in the proper place, a Lite that no-poor 
Woman can bear ; (he wants due Benevo- 
lence. and requires more Milk than he can 
i give her, and thercfore is reſolved to Lap 
' <lewhere. Now the Solace of Matrimo- 
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ny- begins to appear, Tantalus-like, ſhe is 
up to the Chin in Water, and can neither 
drink, nor cat thoſe Apples that lie bob- 
bing at her Mouth 3 a fad condition for a 
Hungry and Thirſty Soul: Abroad (he 
roams, picks up the firſt Stallion that 
comes to Hand, and enjoys him as often 
as (he has opportunity. Stolen Waters are 
ſweet, they lay, and it appears (o by this 
Gentlewoman 3 but the Miſchief on't is, 
that by ill Condu& of Aﬀairs, her' Hus- 
band diſcovers her Amorous Intrigue, 
{ſpoils her*Gaming, and corrects her ſe- 
verely for her Impudence 3 inl{omuch, 
that ſhe deſerts him, . and goes to her 
Fricnds, Complaining with feigned tears, 
of his. Harſh Uſage to her, and ſhews*®the 
Marks of his ſeverity to her Relations, 
who.pitty her, and curſe him. ' This is 
an excellent Comfort of Matrimony. Thus 
Pleaſure ſalutes him in the very Infancy 
of -his Wedded Condition, and will un- 
doubtedly continue to the end. However 
the fond Fop, being deprived of his Wite, 
bemoans her abſence every night in his 
Widdow'd Sheets, and is at a great loſs 
for a Bed-fellow : He-cannot endure this 
Life long, and therefore the poor Commute 
mukt {eng for her again 3 hnding w_—_ 
enl 
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this Loving Pickle, Poor thing! the Bow- 
els of hex AﬀeGtion wamble not after a 
= | Husband (having been all this while fiew- 
2 ed in the warm Embraces of her Gal- 
ce} lant) and -procures her Mother to give 
th out, that ſhe hath been all this while un- 
nf der her Tutclage ; then having an Op- 
7eÞ pottunity to meet with her Husband, R at- 
is tles him ſoundly for his Baſeneſs toward 
s, | her Daughter, telling him, that her Poor 
5 Child was forced to run away from him, 
e | becauſe ſhe went in danger of her Life all 
e-f| the time (he co-habited with him : T had 
hf rather, ſaith ſhe, by half, that you would 
er] turn her Home. to me, and part good 
$I friends, than to abuſe her ſo 'as you do 3 
ef] and withal take notice that your Behavi- 
$f our to the Poor Girl is enough to make 
is} her - do what ſhe never thought of, and 
asf 'make your Head ake in fpite of your Teeth, 
yl take that from me, Sir, fince you are as 
2-£ you are. Being thus Lectured by the Mo- 
2x ther, he ſeems to be very ſorrowful.,and 
&f| hath a Moneths mind to the Daughter; 
is nothing will ſerve him, but he mutt have 
{5} her again, and has her de bene eſſe, upon 
iS -promiſe of Refortnation. Qverjoy*'d with 
the repurchaſe of his Wife, he grows kind 
even to Wonder, hops about _— her 
ens 9 rom 
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from place to place, till his Money 1s all 
hop'd from him, and then returns home 
with an empty Pocket, but a heavy Heart, 
God knows, Or elſe, if this Wheedle does 
not take, a Divorce is endeavour'd on 
both {ides to be procured, but for want 
of ſufficient Cauſe of Separation, or by 
reaſon of x confiderable Flaw in the Evi- 
dence, the Jutlge condemns them to live 
according to their Marriage Vow, and im- 
poſes a fmart Fine upon them for their 
Folly 3 fo that the Caſe is. worſe and 
worſe, they are both doom'd to a Loath- 
ed Bed, and a Life which an Ide: hath 
ſeuſe enough to avoid, rather than be fy 
tormented, and expoſe themſclves Ludi- 
briouſly to the Cenfure of the whol 
World; Now it it falls out, «that there 
is ſufficient Cauſe for a Divorce, their mi- 
ſery is not at all abated; for they muſi 
never Marry while they live; and if they 
.are not ſo Continent, as to forbear Ve- 
nercal Divertiſements, they muſt .&en 
. nn the riſque of a Swinging Clap, 'and 
the loſs of Reputation 5 \ that by. his 
means they are caught, and fatierin-.the 
Net than ever ; andif they are of a Noble 
Family, Rich in Lands and Pofſefons, 
then their Names are loſt for want: of anf} 
. Bir, £-- 
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Heir, and they go out of the World with 


an ill ſtench, their Reputation being rot- 
ten before their Duſt, and their memory 
is more nauſeous than their Bones in the 
Grave. He is ſorely troubled at the Bad 
Report of his Wife, and can go into no 
Company, but her miſdeeds are diſplay*d 
before him,” to his Griet, and her own 
Shame, an Invenom'd Tongue making 
a deep and incurable Wound 3 thus he 
ſees himſelf the May-Game and Sport of 
every Flouting Fellow, and filently bears 
all that's thrown at him : every one has 
a fling at his Jacket, and the Gallants 
many at his Wite's Placket, who kcep her 
under his very Noſe, to the grief of his 
Heart, he pacing about the Town AGeom- 
niz'd, and admir'd by the Boys and Rab- 
ble, a Torment ſufficient, I confeſs, to diſ- 
compole a wiſer Head 3 but no matter, it 
is no more than he deſerves, and all ſuch 
contented Cuckolds : Let him live as long, 
and as well as he can, I'll not envy his 
Happineſs, and when ever he Dyes, I hope 
I ſhall Jie in a better, tho not ſo contented 
a Condition, 
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The eleventh Comfort of Matrimony.. 


Hen a brave. young Gentleman is; 


at his own freedom, and has the 
World in a firing, he may ficer his own 
Courſe: witnout care or controle. This 
our Gallant here, we intend to mention, 
has a good Eſtate, keeps high Company, 


Carefſes Handſome Ladies, gives himfclt; 
over to all manner of Pleaſure, is his Fa- 
ther's only Son and Joy. At length this; 


Soark meets witha Young, Comely,Brisk, 
Sanguine Complexioned Lady, who can 
never long withſtand a Suit well managed 
with Judgment, and well-tim'd with diſc 
cretion, (tho every Women of what Com- 
plexion ſoever will pzrmit a Man to (crew 
himſclt into her Conſtitution, if ſhe 
likes him) he hath made many and tedi- 
ous Addrefles to her, laid cloſe Siege to 
her Chaſtity, ſo that ' the poor thing is 
able to.hold out no longer, but mult 
yield up th: Fort, grants his requell, 
and expoſ:th her (elf to his looſe Em- 
braces. | 


# * 


But | 
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But the worſt is to come, this is nor all ; 
the little viripotent Youngling of fifteen 


"is Prolific, and proves with Child, for 


4 which there can be no other Remedy then 


, | Conccalment, and as good luck would 


have it, the Mother had bcen in the Oven 
before, and underltood well cnough how 
to make the b:(t-of a bad Market, for the 
poor Girl knows not ſhe is with Child, 
tho the Mother does, and ſhe has not lorg 
to reckon 3 (he pukes every Morning, ma- 


Fking ſtrange Grimaces, and complains 
J that her ſtomack is untoward, and cut of 


order : Well ! without all Queſtion, ſaith 
the Mother, you are with-Child ; now 
mind what I am going to fay to you 3 as 
for your GallantI have forbidden him my 
Houſe for ever, he being too mean a match 
for you 3 be ſure Huſfy you-never open 
your lips of this unlucky Job (which came 
by Jobbing) to any Chiiftian Soul, and 
obſerve punQtually what I (hall' ſay to 
you. Did you never take notice of the 
young, Eſq; that comes: here ſometimes ? 
yes, Madam, faith ſhe ; well take ſpecial 
notice of him next time, and he -has pro- 
miſed to be here to Morrow :- Behave 


| your ſelf diſcreetly, and ſhow him a Plea- 
fant Countenance : and when you ſpy me 


a 
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a talking with the reſt of the Company 
dart a favorable, faſcinating Glance upo 
him, caſt a ſheeps eye at him, do you u 
derftand me Girl ? yes, Madam 3 obſcrvegjm 
my direcions : if he will keep you in di 
courſe, anſwer him Modefily, if he prof 
fers you Marriage, return him thanks inghyl 
nocently, but.withal give him to underſn 
ſtand, that you know not what it is, noi 
do youdetire to learn : If he offers you tw 
preſent either of Gold or Silver, be ſun 
you refuſe it harmleſly ; but if it be wit 
a Jewel, Diamond, or Ring 3 do as Maidgw, 
uſe todo, deny it modeſily at firſt, fif 
nay, and then take it. When he take 
his leave of you.ask him mildly, when yc 
ſhall ſee him again ? This Noble blade i 
but an Inch of this {ide of a Natural, has 
valt Eſtate, but a meer Town-Fop, whon 
the Mother will, if poſſible, work upc 
to Marry her Daughter, fo that he is it 
great danger of being caught in the net; 
and finely Bubled. Well ! he repeats 

Vilits, as cloſe as he can one upon: t 
neck of the other : is very well receivedJM 
{ſplendidly Treated, and after dinner withsſ(cc 
draws with the young Lady, and Comgn 
plements her apart from the Companyn 
takes her by the hand, and thus ou ci 
008 
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nyFool as he is) accoſts her. Madam, I wiſh 
olftwith all my Soul, that you knew but the 
unthoughts of my heart. Alas ! Sir that's 
rvgimpcihble, unleſs you diſcover them 3 I 
ope you think of no harm. Upon my 
rOFFaith, not I Madam, nor of any thing but 
phat T would willingly have .you know, 

nd that without my telling it. Truly 
Fir ſaith ſhe, and Uſhers her diſcourſe 

1 with a charming Smile : I cannot Divine, 
Wnd therefore *tis fmpoſiible for me to un- 
itfderfiand you. If I thought Madam, you 
«would not be diſpleaſed,-I would faith- 
fully diſcover them. Sir replies the Young 
dy, you have your freedom toſay what 

you pleaſe 3 for I have ſo good an opinion 

of you, that I preſume you can ſay no- 
Jthing but what is Commendable and Ci- 
Wvil Madam, faith he, I am a Perſon, 
I: muſt confeſs, unworthy to Kiſs your 
hands, and dare not preſume to Marry you 
tibeing a Lady adorm'd with all Natures 
FPcrtcion : but if you pleaſe todo me that 
Honour, (expe& no Ceremony from me, 
dIMadam) I dare boaſt from my Heart, that I 
{could love you with all my Soul, and that 
Hno-man can Love you better,nor {erve you 
YL with that ſubmiſſion and Aﬀection that I 
aan and will, for I reſolve never toforſake 
IN you, 
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you. let what will befall me,and I ſhall be 1 
tender of your Reputation, as my own. the 
return you thanks Sir, (aith (he, but I be 
{eech you,ceaſe your Diſcourſe.do net hanWyi 
upon that ([tring any longer 3 for I kouyy | 
not what it means, nor will I learn, that 
flat and Catcgorical z This Dilcotrih 
would offend my Mother,if it ſhould read 
her ear, Faith, Madam, your Mother ir 
a very good Woman 3 but, if you plealls; 
your Mother ſhall know. nothing of ity] 
I will be wholly dire&ted by your Comftth 
minds. Why do you ſay ſo Sir, Iam conkffth 
dent it would not be for your Gocd, neilqh 
ther would your Friends adviſe you to anfſfhi 
{uch thing : Pray Sir forbear this kind gn 
Tak ; for if my Mother ſhould hear it, ee 
am utterly undone; here the Mother gavfÞ 
her a Nod, fceing them both very carne 
in Diſcourſe, for fcar (he ſhould Miſcarry ly 
and not Act her part well : Then the Nety, 
led Youth: claps a Ring in her haiid, an} 
begs cf her to accept it for his ſake;indee@i 
Sir I ſhall not; I befeech you Madanfflþ 
wear -it for my ſake; well Sir, faith (ic 
at laſt, fince it muſt be fo, it ſhall be falls 
and I will wear it upon your- account 
Then the Mother - comes to him, and 
tells him, to Morrow Sir we deſign Wy 
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'Apile a little way out of Town, ' to take 
he Freſh Airz at which he -rejoyceth 
when the time of Departure is come, the 
Wulineſs is ſo ordered, that there is never 
gz Horſe in the Company carries double, 
it@ut the young Gentleman's, at which 
rithe is not a little pleaſed 3 ſo it falls out 
happily, that his Miſtreſs is ſet behind 
r Sim, who hugs the Pummel of her Sadle 
dfor her own Security, I leave you to judge 
Swhether he likes his Company or no : 
mithe Gentleman is very near the Net ; for 
"this Joutney was only undertaken tocatch 
[lhe Young Widgeon ; he keeps cloſe to 
anfhis Miſtreſs, and when the Mother finds 
| Man opportunity, ſhe enquires of her Daugh- 
» Fer how {quarcs go, and (he tells her all : 
WFrom henceforward, faith (he, -Daughter, 
whateveryou do, carry your felt diſcreet- 
T\gly. if he talks of Marrying you, te!l him, 
eÞyou muſt acquaint me with it, but withal, 
that he is the only Man in the World you 
«Glove, and that you will never have any 
mg but him. ' Then they take a Walk in the 
Garden, then he takes her by the hand, 
{aff ard fays,' Fine Lady ! take pity of me, I 
wi beſeech you : Pray Sir,talk no more or't, 
for if you do, I will forſake your Com- 
pany : | Spare me one word more without 
idy- offence, 
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offence, if you would be pleaſed to Crowi\ 
me with this Happineſs, I ſhould take i j 
for the greateſt Honour that was e\ 
confer'd upon Mortal. Sir, faith (he, W 
mult be propoſed to my Relations, or 
I can ſay nothing to't : If I thought tha 
would approve of it, I would propoſe 
. {If ; for God's ſake, faith the cunſſ© 
ning Gipfie, have a care; that you do noffſh 
ſay a word of my propoting any fſud 
thing, for I ſhould die x nou, | ſhame, F 
any fuch thing ſhould be ſaid of me; n 
I, upon my Faith, Madam, and then 
way he goes to the Mother, and diſcow 
ſes the buſineſs ſo reſpeftively, that it 
cocluded, and they make up the Mate 
immediately ; the ſooner, the better, a 
| things confidered, for Hans in - Kelde 
fake: Now the Poor Gentleman isi 
the Net, and no body as yet knows of it 
but at laſt it comes tothe Ears of his F 
rents, who are grieved at the very hea 
knowing it to be too inferiour a Mate 
for their Son: thus they are Wedded i 
haſte, and may repent at leifurez he wi 
Married without _ Licence, unaskt 
Church, without any Ceremony.z at 
way in the World, ſo that the butimeſs lth 
once over. Well night draws on,the Mothe ; bo 
tary: 


MII 
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wakes her Daughter to task, and inſtils 
Some of her good, Motherly InſtruQions 


ito her, relating to her Carriage with her 
Husband that Night: ſhe charges her to 


(put him to it asa Virgin ought to do; 
nd farther, that as foon as he entred the 
Wremiſes, with ſome feigned ReluQancy 


"Ion fier part, (he mult fall into a fainting 


Mihrick, as if ſhe had fallen into a cold-wa- 


adter in a hot fit. Thus ſhe Tutors her 
 FDaughter to deceive the Young Fop. All 


oflthings hitherto are very well, but mark 


what follows, there is a curſed ſting in 


the Tail; for within two or three Moneths, 


the Young Bride groans, and falls all 


to pieces 3 it could be no longer hid, 
Young Babe peeps into the World, and 


eAthat ſpoils all. Now all the Joy-is con» 
- I verted into Sorrow, and he knows not 


what to do with himſelf. He is quite at 
a loſs : If he turns her away, the whole 
World will be acquainted with it, and he 


cannot Marry again, and for her part (he 
id will take care of one, *Tis an il} Hen 
that can't ſcrape for one Chicken, If he 


keeps her and co-habits with her, (he will 


anfl never care a Pin for him, nor he for her, 
; there will be no Love loſt of either ſide, 


Fl be bold to ſlay. Well! Al 4 well, 


Ke 


: that 
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that ends well, faith the good old Adapeh 
and ſo ſay I too; but from ſuch Com 
fort in the Cloſe, from ſuch an End as thisJn 


Good Lord deliver me | n 
t 


The twelfth Comfort of Matrimony 


| ND a ſweet one *tis' too, if youfl 
knew all. Our Youngſter in thisÞ 
Caſe is one hath beat about the Net fo 
long, that at laſt he hath found a hole tofP 
creep in at 3 andto be ſure hath verficdk 
the Adage, faſt bind, faſt find, he has ti 
ed an Indiflolluble Knot, but here is 
Comfort ſtill, that he hath Married ſuch}v 
a Non pareille, ſuch a matchleſs Womanſc 
for Morality, Goodneſs and Vertue, thatþfl 
the isnot to be ParallePd in" the Uni-J« 
verſe : He admires her Diſcourſe, extols}& 
her Education, commends her Deport@ 
ment, dotes upon her Face, is ſo CaptiM 
vated with the DiſtinQtion of her Sex;tl 
that he is Raviſh'd with his Choice, andJ& 
\ boalt- 
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welboaſts of his Prudent EleRion 3 he is re- 
"m4{{olved to let looſe the Reins of Govern- 
his} ment, and permit her to bear the Sway 3 . 
nothing (hall be done, but what has firlt 
the Stamp of her Approbation : She is 
his All, and He her Nothing, nay, you 
will find at laſt, that (he values him little 
or nothing : * He is as Tame as a Man, 
reduc'd by Phlebotomy to a weakly con- 
dition, and made upof nothing but Obe- 
”. dience. There's my Man. (if he hath not 
forfeited his Marhood) as good a Hasband 

as ever laid Leg over Woman, If His 
you King and Country raiſe an Army to op. 
thigfpole a Foreign Invalion, he (hall not ſtir 
 (l& Foot, unleſs ſhe be in the Humour to 
 tolpermit him, he ſhall not go to the Wars ; 
idtfor his Wife is too tender of him to let 
ti4him be ſo long out of her fight; Hang 
wFame he (hall not March, leſt he returns 
ach} with Grinning or Cripled Honour. Come, 
xanj}come, Sweet Heart ! (aith ſhe, *tis good - 
hatffleeping in a whole Skin 3 you never was 
ni-Jcut out for Martial Enterprizes 3 your Bo- 
ol} dy is $00 young and tender to be expoſed 
xt to the Hazard and Hardſhip of Ruffling 
ti War ; Let others purchaſe Renown,that 
extlancy it, at never ſo dear a Rate, you ſhall 
djenjoy your ſelf at Home in Peace and Qui- 

aſs}. E ctnels. 
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etneſs. Thus is the fond Fop abſolutely 
Governed by his Wife, ſhe has him faſt, 
and will not looſe an Inch of her hold; 
If ſhe has a mind to Junket and Sport 
with her Gallant, he muſt to Bed} and 
then the Gooſe is laid to the Fire. Some- 
times ſhe puts him in mind of urgent Bu- 
ſineſs, and then he muſt riſe at Midnight 
to diſpatch it ; or elſe ſhe expoſes him to 
a Journey, that ſhe may have the better 
Opportunity to enjoy her Friend 3 or he 


muſt riſe all Hours in the Night to fetchÞ 


her a Doctor to cure the Stich or Pain in 
the ſide, and expoſe himſelf to the injury 
of the Weather. when in the interim- (he 
admits her Gallant, who is ſo bold as tc 
Scale the Walls, creep in at the Window, 
and a thouſand ſuch little Love-Toys, to 
accompliſh his Detign and Deſire. Some 
times it falls out that her Friend hath 
Planted himſelf behind the Hangings.and 
her miſchievous little Lap-dog {mel!s him 
out, and he telis her Husband, they are 
' Rats and Mice that he barks at, and per- 
{wades him *tis the poor Cur's Cuſtom to 
doo but at4aſt (he frightens hjm away 
with, Out you little Foitting Cur, whata 
Noiſe is here with you?and then-he ſneaks 
away like a Dog that has burnt his Tai 


T . pF. 
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She makes him dandle the Child to ſleep, 
,J and fing a Nocturnal Lullaby to the In- 
1d. nocent Babe, while he like an innocent 
Ort Fool does it without Murmuring : She 
ndj makes him carry the Dittaff or Spindle, 
16-4 whilt (he + is cutting out more work for 
u-E him : ſhe ſpins a fair Thread at latt, and 
ht he to his colt finds that, ' he bath brought his 
tof} Hogs to a fair Market. In ſhort, like a Spa- 
ter nicl he. is made to fetch and carry, when, 
heſ} and what (he pleaſes 3 the poor Fop never 
hF enjoys a minutes reſt or content, runs thro 
inf a World of Sorrow and Tribulation,and fo 
yy let him,unpiticd for me 3 for he ſeems to 
he] be created to'no other End. He has brought 
to an old Houſe over his Head, which is pre- . 
wh fently untiF'd, if he ſpeaks but one word 
to to contradict her ; ſhe has got the upper 
6&8 Hand of him, and *tis now too late to re- 
hi claim her : had he taken her down in her 
id] Wedding-ſhoes, there might have been 
mJ hopes of doing ſgme 300d with her; but 
re it is in vain, nay impotiible to work upon 
I-J her now, 

to Thus he grows Aged through Care, 
Griet aud Vexation, is flighted by his 
Dame, like an old Faulkner, or ta ſpeak 
*more properly, like an Ol4 Wite ( the 
*worlt 'of Creatures,) good for nothing. 
9. E 2 His 


7; The fifteen Comforts 


His (or rather her) Domeſtick Afairs, he 
mult not intermeddle with : ſhe is the 
Domina fac totum;, and if any of her 
Daughters be Mazriageable, ſhe diſpoſeth 
of them to whom {he pleaſeth, without 
his Conſent or  Approbation : If they 


are well Matcht, well and good : it ill, 


he dares not find fault with it, much leſs, 
upbraid her for. it. She plays the Wo- 
man exactly, and will have her Will in 
every thing, right or wrong, there is no 


gainſ{aying, unleſs he has a mind to make 


the Houſe too hot to hold him. Now I 
Appcal to all Rational Men, what greater 
Torment can there be to a Man than 
ſuch a Ruling Houſwifte ? what greater 
* Plague to a Husband than ſuch a Domi- 
neering Wite? O the unutterable com- 
fort of ſuch an caſie, pleaſant Life, where 


the good Woman takes all the Burthen-J- 


upon her own ſhoulders, Manages all 
Afﬀairs at home and abroad, and he not 
ſo much as concerned® with any, lives 
happily and free from the Cares and Tur- 
moiles of a Wedded Life, Dies with Griet 


and Shame, to ſee himſelf fo Conquer'd }: 


by his Wife, and (ſo ſneaks ont: of the 


Wayld, quite weary of it, without pity | 
or compallion ; There let him reſt yt | 
Y4 


— 
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ly in his Grave, that neverdid fo in his' 
Lite-time, without Epitaph or Monu- 
ment, but chat everlaſting one of his 
Folly, that he left behind him to Poſte- 
rity. 


The thirteenth Comfort of Matrimony. 


His Gentleman we are to treat of 
here, is of a quite different Temper 

from the laſt, who will not be RuPd by 
his Wif® but is of a Noble, Martial Spi- 
rit, and runs in purſuit of Honour and 
Fame.. He is reſolved to venture his Life 
and Fortune in his Princes Service be- 
yond-Sea, and in order thereunto firſt ac- 
quaints his Wite with his unſhaken Reſo- 
lution 3 ſhe Embraces and Carefſes him 


| with Tears in her Eyes: Alas! my dear, 


ith (ſhe, can you have the heart to for- 
ſake me and the Pledges of our Love, 


| theſe {weet Babes ? will you now deſert 


me, and leave: me and my Children to the 
E 3 wide 
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aide World, Comfortleſs and Husband- 
leſs, when we have lived ſo contentedly, 
as Man and Wite, for ſome yearts toge- 


ther? My Dear !faith he, I mvit go, my: 
Honour lies at flake. which 1s dearer than 


Life and all in the World belides. I muſt 
obey my King, or forfeit my Loyalty,and 
the Eſtate that I hold of His Majeſty by 
Tenure to ſerve him in his Wars 3 butin 
Grace of God I hope to ſee you ſuddenly, 
it he pleaſe to continue my Life and 
Health,and he is beſt able to provide for 
you. Thus he takes leave of his Wife 
with a heavy heart, and ſhe isas big with 
feeming ſorrow at their parting recom- 


mending her, and his Children to the Þ 


Carc and Tuition of his Friends. Aſoon 


as he arrives at the Camp, he Scing an 


active, brave Soul, cannot reſt without 
{ome attempt to ſignalize his Valour, and 
attaques the Enemy with fo brisk. an aſe 
{2ulr, that he clears all before him, ſo the 


Diſpute continues hot on both-fides a con- 


ſiderable time 3 but at Jaſt, ſtimulated by 
Honour and Glory, preſſes too far” into 
the Body of the Enemy, ard the' Poor 
Gentleman has the misfortune to be-taken 
Priſoner, and there is kept three or four 
Years, bcfore he can procure an Exchange 


Or 
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or Ranſom to obtain his, Liberty, His 
Lady is very Inquiiitive aiter his Welfare, 
and at laſt receives for.e {light and uncer- 


I tain Information of his Death, which the 
'{:ems to take very Grievouſlly, and falls 


into an exccſs of Sorrow 3 but certainly 
Woren were not Created only to weep 
belides inordinate Grief is prohibited and 
fioful. God be thanked, in a very (hort 


time this grief is over, and (hz is Marricd 


to another. The entire Aﬀecion ſhe had 
for her former Husband and his: Iſſue is 
quite forgot and loſt ; all her fond*Ca- 
refles and Embraces before, and at his de- 
parture, are buried with him (as ſhe thinks) 


- in Oblivion, without hopes of a Refur- 


re&ion 3 (he ſhews more love to the ſe- 
cond than ſhe did: to her firſt Husband 3 
but that fickle Baggage Fortune will have 
it ſo,” that her Husband at length is Re- 
leaſed, returns Home, tho much decay- 
ed ard broken by the ſeverity of his Im= 
priſonment, and the hard uſage he receiv- 
ed from the Enemy. No ſooner arrived, 
but he mak<s diligent Inquilition after his 


- Wife and Children, and the thoughts of 


their miſcarriage, did certainly much ag- 
gravate the atfiCtion and grict of his Cap- 


_ tivity, At laſt he underſtands the diſmal 


E T and 
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and unwelcome news of her Second Mar- 
riage: now judge you what a Confuſion 
he is in at this ftabbing Relation. The 
anguiſh of Priam, King of Troy, when he 
was acquainted with the Death of Hedtor, 
was not certainly. comparable to his 3 at 
laſt he comes Home, and is fully inform- 
ed of all the particulars. What a Diſtra- 
ction he now is m may poſlibly be faintly 
imagined, but never fully expreſt 3 what 
Courſe to ſtcer, or how to grapple with 
this Mi:fortune, is a Controverhie that 
canftot well be decided, What Revenge 
can he fiudy ſuitable to her Crime ? what 
puniſhment doth ſhe not deſerve to have 
inflicted upon her for Faithleſneſs? . As 
he is a Man of Courage and Honour he 
can never be ſo Puny-ſpiritcd as to put 
up this Injury unſatisfied,nor can he buck- 
le to (o tame and upmanly a Condeſcen- 
tion, as to re-admit her into his Bed, tho 
her Husband ſhould diſpence with x, On 
the other fide, he who Marricd her 

muſt needs be very much difiturbed at this 
unlucky Buſineſs; and having been fſati- 
ated with her, multi hate and forſake her, 
for Love and Empire never admit of Cor- 
rivals. And what a ſad Gale now:is ſhe 
in by her over-forwardnelſs and Crecults 


" A ty ? 
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Þ ty ? ſhchas loſther Reputation both her 


Husbands and her own Honour, hath bu- 
ried all her Modeſiy in the Grave of Inta- 
my, and expoſed herſclt to the Virulent 
Tongues of carping Momi 3 her Children 
will be afflicted and diſturbed at the Mis- 
fortune of the Mother, the vexation of 
the Father, and conſequently at the Infe- 
licity of both their Parents, 

- Thus they two, who might have lived 
comfortably all thcir days, by this unlucky 
accident.are like to live milerably,to whom 
l:ngth of days, the greateſt Happineſs on 
Exrth will prove their greateſt Miſery, 
Marry they muſt not, cannct, dare not : 
This is one of the detireable Comforts of 
Matrimony : One of the Enjoyments of*+ 
a Wedded Life : One of the Pleaſures of 
a Coupled Condition, They. muſt live 
aſunder without hopes of a re-union, he 
mult diea Wedded Widdower, and ſhe 
a ſingle Wife,an unhappy Myſtery to both, 
and an unfortunate, tho unheard of Para=- 
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The fourteenth Comfort of Matrimony.| 


{ 

E that is ſenſible of this Comfort 
is one, who hath taken ſuch pains 
to tind a paſſage into the Net. that he is 
gt in and enſnarcd by a young, beauti-J | 
ful and well tempered Woman ; and they. 
enjoy their Delights and Pleaſures without 
Contention or Diſturbancez a happy lite 
indeed, and ſuch as might make a Man 
thirſt after the Cup of Matrimony. They 
Careſs one another inceſſantly, like two 
Turtles, for thcy are two in one united ; 
and if the one is in the leaſt Diſcompos'd, 
the other Sympathiſeth in the Pain and 
Affiiction ; but theſe are Halcyon Days, 
foo ſerene and calm to laſt long; for the 
Wife dies ſuddenly, and puts a Period to 
-al] their Amours and Happy Enjoyments, 
The Yourg Man grows very diſconſo- 
late, bewails Night and Day the Irrepara- 
ble Loſs of his Wife 3 ſometimes com- 
\.Plainivg of Death.:and other times of the 
Capriciouſnels.of VerſatikeeFortune, Nas. 
ture*'s VVhirlegig, that is alwaYs: thyming, 
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and never fixed or {:tled. Thus for ſome 
time he lives in Miſery, ſhuns all Society, 
abandons all Comfort, ruminating upon 
his Misfortune,the Deprivation of {o good 
and kind a Comfort:: He dreams vt ker 
continually, thinks of her without Inter- 
miſhon, and loves her Memory. But it is 
as true, as old afaying, Nallum wviolentunm 
eſt perpetuim : Sorrows are ſhort, that are 
ſharp and violent, But after all this our 


* young Gentleman, tho he hath been once 


catcht in the Net, and freed, multsbe fo 
Foppiſh as to venture a ſecond time, and 
is baited into it again, to his great Grief 
and Diſcontent : by a Widdow who is a 


' Perſon of a quite contrary Humour to his 


former Wife, of a middle Age : Firſt the 
carrics her fclf very demurely with tole- 
ratle Diſcretion 3 but at length, when the 


[ hath ſufficiently pried into his Temper, 


and throughly underfiands his Conftitu- 
tion, then ſhe begins to (ſhew her Teeth, 
and play upon his {weet Diſpoſition 
Fault too incident to that Sex) 'brin 
him to her bow, and manages him to her 
befi advantage, (he (iudying nothing; but 
her own. not his Satisfaction : And. cer- 
tainly thereare no ſuch Vaſſals in the worſt 
of Servitude, who are ſo cntlaved as fime 


pi< 
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ple Young Men,when link'd to Widdow'd 
Women, eſpecially when they are of a 
Crofs and Sordid Humour 3.and he that is m 

{o unfortunate as to be reduced to this FC 
Extremity, has no other Redreſ(s, but to Þ jr 
pray to God to grant him Patience to un- | ti 
dergo this weighty AMiction + if that {| 
won't do, his utmoſt Refuge is to have I a 
recourſe to a Silken Halter, and fo firangle Þ \ 
himſelf together with his Miſery. Now | c 
ſhe begins to appcar in her Colours 3 ſhe 
grows Jealous of him ( the very Bane of 

* a Marricd Lite). and is fo inſatiable, that 
ſheis diflatisfied, it he be but a minute 
out of her Embraces, cannot endure him 
out of her fight, and every Woman he 
calis an Eye upon, he luſts after. When 

| Widdows meet with young Fleſh, they 
cheriſh jt, becauſe it renews their Strength 
and Vigourz and there is nothing more 
Noiſome, or prejudicial to a Young man's 
Health, than a Laſcivious, Dratning, Old 
ife; Yet I look upon an Old Man to 
the greater Bruit of the two,who Smugs 
and Trims himſelf up with all Artificial 
Ornaments to make him appear Youth- 
ful, and then Marrics a Young Girl : That 
is a moſt intolerable piece of. Vanity, 4 
Foppery neither to be allowed; nor imij- 
tated 3 + 
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tated : His Nauſeous Breath, proceeding 
from the corruption of Decayed Lungs, 
muſt needs offend beyond Exprethon ; 
Coughing, Sneezing, Spawling, Groan- 
ing and Spitting (thonot a word of (pit- 
ting in the right Baſon) muſt needs be 
very unacceptable to Youth,if not Odious 
and Loathſome: But -to return to cur 
Young Gentleman, taken in the Net a ſe- 
cond time (the greater his Folly)his Wife 
grows ſo greedy after Man's Fleſh, that 
ſhe could find in her heart to turn She- 
Canibal,and devour it:(he is ftark mad with 
Jealouſic, and it he goes to Church with 
never ſuch Real, Pious and Devout Inten- 
tions, ſhe {aſpects he has ſome Siniſter and 
Wicked Defigns. I am apt to believe, 
there can be no Real Love without ſome 
ſmack or ſpice of Jealoulie : for certainly 
no Man or Woman would match them- 
ſelves to a Creature, who had no good 
Quality, or Parts to create an Inclinarion 
in a {econd Perſon toward them, that 
would betray the Foolithneſs of their 
Choice; but this ſort of Jealouſie, or ra- 
ther Suſpicion, occafions no Domeſtick 
Feuds, or Houſhold Jarrs,becauſe it is on- 


| ly an Exceſs of Kindneſs or Aﬀedtion 3 


but that- which creates a groundleſs Suf- 
picion 
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picion and Diffidence of the Party beloy- 


ed, and ends in Brawling and. Contenti}- 


and the Curſed Sting and Torment 
Matrimony. It theſe be the Comtorts 


on, mult needs be the worſt of ET. 
| 


of a Married Lite, let me enjoy my Liber-ſ 


ty and Freedom in a fingle State, and live 
happily without DiffatisfaQtion or Diſur. 
bance.l do not in the leaſt blame the State 
of Matrimony, miſtake me not; but tie 
Rath and Precipitate Elc&tion of thoſe Hot 
ſpurs, that run headlong into that Condi- 
tion without deliberate Confideratior, Hij- 
pocrates, the Famous Greek Phytician, hath 
'a (mart ſiying, and very pertinently Ap- 
licable to our young Gentlemen, Vetulam 
non novi, eur morior ? I] never Wedded 
an old Wife, and why ſhould I die? it 
had been well for him, if he had liid this 
Sentence to heart, and matcht himſelf to 
- - one of his own youthful Temper, then he 
might have liv'd happily and contentedly, 
tho here we mult take our leave of him; 
gaſping for his laſt Breath in a wretched 
and deplorable Condition, 
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The fifteenth Comfort of Matrimony. 


4 \His is a great and Prodigious Com- 
fort, a Comfort that cannot be ex- 
preft ligniticantly, Our Married Man here 


chanceth to meet with a V Voman whois 
much addicted to the (hiking of her El- 


| bow, as well as of her Tail, two good 


Qualities in a good VVife, and the good 
Man is like to thrive upon't. This courſe 
of Life ſhe leads for a conſiderable time 
undiſturbed, becauſe undiſcover'd, but -at 
length he finds his Eſtate decay by her 
expcniive Gaming) ſuſpects her Fidelity, 
and is reſolved to watch an opportunity, 


{| to diſcover, it poſſible, her Amorovs In- 


trigues : And one Day.as Fate would have 
It, he enters her Chamber *privately, and 
ſurprizeth her in the very action, or in a 
very ſuſpicious and wanton poſture. The 
Husband incenſed with Rage and Fury, 
cannot contain himſclf any longer within 


bounds, but flies at her Gallant with a 
defgn to make him breath out his laft up- 


on the Spot, but as he is ſtriking at _ 
is 


_ 
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his VVife, kind Soul ! (as it bchoves herzs. 


fef 


for ſhe ought not to ſtand by, and be guil- 


ty of Murder.) comes and embraces her. 
Husband ; Ah ! for Gods ſake my Dear, 


he 


have a care that you do not hit an unlucky $,, 


Blow, and be Guilty of Bloud-ſhed ; 


whereupon the Blade clears himſelf of his, 


intended Aſſafline , and (hews him a 
fair pair of Heels; *twas well he was nim- 


ble-footed, or elſe he had certainly bcen fa-, 


criticed to his furyz but Fear and Guilt 


have VVings as well as Love,and in ſhort: 


he makes his eſcape. The Husband pur-/; 


fues him, but to no purpoſe 3 for he hath 
ſecured himſelf by Flight : whereupon he 


returns like a Hungry, Rampant Lion in- 
to the Chamber, thinking to meet with, ſh; 
his VVife, and make her his Prey 3. but I, 1 
alas the Bird is flown, Now what think 
you .is become of this Unfortunate and þ, 


Diſconſolate VVoman ? why ſhe-is fled. 


to her Relations, and acquaints them, 
with all theſe Paſſages in a Mournful Di-, 
ale&t, with ſome ſceming Regret. At 
this. Relation all- the whole Family is in. 
an uproar 3 ſometimes blaming him for 
his Severity, but her, moſt of all, for her 


Impudence and Indiſcretion. The VVife , 


 palliates the buſineſs to her Mother, at the, 
frft,” 


il 


Cr 
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"hrſt, but upon firict Examination Con- 
tefſeth with Sighs and Tears the whole 
matter(the Mother underſtanding very well 


how to manage a Cauſe of this Nature,who 


Jhad her ſelf been guilty of the ſame mif- 
carriage,, tho with more Privacy and Se- 
crecy, without Injury to her Reputati- 
on by ſo Palpable and Notorious a Diſfco- 
very) VVell! they mect and conſult how 
to {mother the buſineſs, and by  Menaccs 
on the one hand, and Intreaties on the 0+ 


ther hand, to reduce the eafie natur'd 
JHusband to a better Temper, and by all 


means poſſible, to patch up a Reconcilia- 
tion, and make Peace between them. in 


Jorder thereunto, firſt they Tamper with 
his Chamber-Maid, a Procureny d* Amour, 
Js Procuring Bawd, or Female Pander to 


her Miſirefſes Luft, and they ask her how 
It is with her Maſter, fince this unlucky 


IDiſaſter? To whom ſhe replies, he is in 


avery deſperate, diſcontentcd Condition, 


"hath taken no ſuſtenance at all ſince that 


Misfortune happ'ned, nor had any Reſt 


: JorSleep to Retre(h him. VVhen he ſate 


down to Dinner, this Day, he did not 


-I{wallow ſo much as one Morſel, his Sto- 


mach was too weak to cntertain food 3 


then he (its as Melancholy as one that is 
Hy- 
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Hypocondriacal ; has a gaſily, wan look, 
as it Grief had drunk up all the colour df 3 
his face. Sometimes he wrings his Handy 
ſhakes his Head, bites his Fingers end " 
takes the Knife, and lticks it in the Table: 
and afterward throws it away. with grea 
Indignation. Then preſently, on a fue 
den, ftarts up and takes a Promenade ij 
the Garden, but returns with a diſtractec 
look, before he hath paſſed chirty Yards, 

he can neither fit nor. ſtand till one- m 
nute in aplace; Night and Day he ſighs 
bemoans himſelf, that it would extort pityy 
from a Barbarian, to ſee him in this ſac 


Condition. Well! at —_ after {o1 


time elapſed, when they judged the ſtorr 
was {ſomewhat over, and that he wa 
grown more cool and temperate, Son 
of the moſt forward and crafty of that F 
male Gang of her Friends and Relation 
attaque the Husband, like the Northen 
Wind, bluſteriogly, and the Tempeſt bg 
ing over, ftrike Sail, and diſcourſe with 
as great Moderation and Subtlety, co 
mending his Wife for her Vertue, Mode 
ſty and Picty (a pious Devil indeed) a 

thar they have known her for levet 
Years to live like a Model VVife, will 
an unſtained Reputation, obedicnt to you 
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ongſcif, reſpective to her Neighbours, and 
Ativil to all Pcrſons of both Sexes. Now 
AYfor you openly to defame her, to the ru- 
dsJine of her Honour, upon ſome imaginary 
lefſurmize, is unkind, and injuricus in (o 
<aQhigh a nature, that you can never *'make 
idJher amends : betides, Sir, let me be plain 
with you in a bufineſs of fo great Con- 
tec cernm:ent, ſay, or think what you will, 
Sits my own certain knowledge, two per- 
fons may be cloſely engaged in Diſcourſe 
"Wtogether, in a very friendly poſture, and 
yet not do the thing that you imagine, 
Wnor cver 1o much as entertain a thought 
ngof ſo Diſloyal and Immodett an Action, 
Was to defile their Husbands Bed, What 
Fhe might, like a bold Rufhan attempt, I 
will not here diſpute, that is none of my 
qApretence, but Foreign to the matter in 
Jhand ; yet this Pll confidently aver aud 
Mmaintain againſt all oppoſition, that there 
*Jis no Man breathing, that your Lady hates 
bke this Villain,who hath ſora(hly brought 
an old Houſe over her Head ; nay I am 
latisfied in my Conſcience, that ſhe would 
ſooner {ee him ſuffer the moſt Ignomini- 

ous Death that ever was executed upon 
te moſt Notorious Criminal, than per- 
mit him to touch her in an uncivil way. 


Let 


102 The fifteen Comforts bh, 


Let me perſwade you to-conſult your rea-Jyg 
ſon, ard not thus ruffle and diſcompoſe]je 
your ſelf with a meer Chimera or Fancy [po 
the poor Woman is ſo {well'd with Tears$e 
that (ſhe hath ſcarce an Eye to peep out ob} 
wrings her hands, bewails her condition;jmq 
and laments without intermiſſion, the difxÞp:; 
pleaſure you have conceived againſt herzÞyf 
it lies in your power yet to make up thel@ 
buſineſs, with Salvo to her, and yourſg, 
own Reputationz for long ſhe cannot], 
continue in this languiſhing condition,and 

I hope you do not thirſt after her bloud;J}, 
that were Inhuman and Un-Chriſtian. ſy 
Come, come, Sir, let me tell you,you mult] 
forget and forgive, if there were (tho I]; 
ſeeno) cauſe tor either, upon your Wifes|j, 
account : Beſides, do you think, if your}. 
Wife were a Difſolute Woman, a Woman 
of. tainted Reputation, that we would un- 
dervalue our ſelves fo much, as to keep 
her Company? No,” no, never cheriſh 
any ſuch thought in you, for that were 
to {tab our Faine and Honour, as well as 
hers: Nay Sir, I muſt tell you farther, I 
have been z2cquainted with her. from her 
Child-hood, and am fo far from know- 
ing harm by: her, that I dare maintain, 
ſhe has been the Pattern of Vertue in this 
Coun- | 
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Country. V Vhat, ſaith the Husband,will 
4-Jyou perſwade me out of my Senſes? I ſaw 
eli with my own eyes. _ In good Faith,'tis 
Y yIno ſuch thing, ſay what you will; the 
SySenſes arc fallible, for want of a proper 
ob{Medium, or through ſome weakneſs or 
Mgimpertection in the Optics. O Brave 
{Dame ! well Philoſophis'd, I proteſt : we 
Ti]uſe to ſay, Seeing is believing; but in this 
Netcaſc,-it ſeems, a Man muſt not believe his 
uttown eyes. VVell ! che Husband ' begins 
Ohto be of a more Scdate and Serene Tem- 
"oper, and confiders with himſelf, that Jea- 
d;Jloulie caſts a Miſt before the tight, and 
MImakes a Man ſce double, or very imper- 
fetly:So now heis reſolved tamely to. put 
| up all wrongs, wipe his mouth, and be (i- 
ESjent for the future the V Vomen ſmile to 
utIf:e the Buſineſs ſo well managed, pro- 
miſe to bring them together again, and 
N"Itzke their leave of him for the preſent. 
{Thus the facil Gentleman is convinced of 
his Errour, and very much troubled,that 
Tehever heentertained ſuch a Thought,and ſo 
he xeceives his V Vite again, and all things 
are buried in their mutual Embraces. Now 
fr] what think you will be the Iſſue of all this? 
ſhe upon this grows Infolent, and hits 
him in the Teeth with his aan 
an 
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and Acknowledgement, upbraiding hing: 
\ with the Injury he hath done her: The Gal4. 
lant and Neighbours mult be Treated with: 
a coltly Collation to put up the bulmelY7 
and now they may enjoy themſelves wit 
out Controul, her Friend Carefſes her.an 
ſhe him, one 200d turn,you know,deſerv 
another, and Ingratitudeis the Blackeſt f 
Crimes. Thus the is a Lady Paramount 
conſumes his Eſtate with Gaming, waſte x 
his Body with grieving him, perſccutega 
his Soul, till it takes its flight, and ſo affſm 
htloaden with Years and Cares,is waftedlis 
over in... Charon's ' Ferry , to the Elyftaſar 
thadesz and there's an end of his Migpt 
{ery. 


of Matrimony. 
Vin ; 
7414 - 
1thi 


YThe ſexteenth Comfort of Matrimony. 


thy 


nd 

va, | Ow we are come into the Teens,” 
ic and paſt thorow the better half of 
intfour Matrimonial Solaces, we will diſcourſe 
lia lictle of this Sixteenth, which is a poor 
tend pitiful Comfort indeed 3 for here Pe- 


nury and Pertinacy are V Vedded together, 
tedjas well as Man and VVife, both of chem. 
falae Children of the Mean Mobile, Pro- 
Jphane YVzlgus, or what you pleale to term 
them, mean in Parentage, as well as in 
JParts and Purſe, he but of ordinary,and ſhe 
of no extraordinary Mold, yet in time, 
Jafter ſome Years Co-habitation and Co- 
operation, they are bleſt with a Nume- 
rous Company of Brats ( Chargeable Bleſ- 
{logs indeed, and fitter for the Pariſh to 
maintain than this Couple) they Drudge, 
'IMoil, Toil, and do all that can as yet be 
Thi equird, but by and by you muſt be roun- 
ded in the Ear with another diſmal Sto- 
'Jry, and you know very well, or at leaſt I 
will inform you, that it is' an old, Pro- 
-4rerb with thePhlegmatic Butter-box,when 
p- any 
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any thing is done effeQually and to-pur- 
poſe, they ſay, *tis perform'd as poor men 
get Children. But to proceed. if they prove 
negligent, the craving Appetite of the 
Bawling and Pratling Babe will ſoon weas 
ry them into a remembrance of their Pa» 


Fental Office, in providing for their F * 


mily, {ince they were not ſo cautious ag 
to make Proviſion before they engaged 
themſelves ra(hly in that incumbent Duty, 
Thus the Good Man after a hard days 
Drudgery, having been at it betore the 
Sun appear'd in our Hemiſphere, and con» 
tinued it till he is gone to. beltow hig 
kind influence upon the Antipodes, who 


when tired Nature requiring ſome. Ree 
treſhment, he fits at'one end of the Houſe} 


like the Image of a Slovenly Mechanic;and 
ſhe.like the fluttiſh Efigies of Charity,with 
one Child at her Breaſt, a {ſecond in her 
Lap.a third upon the Ground,graſping her 
Knees, and the reli about them crying 
for Bread,  bawling for Drink, ſcreaming 
to be undreſt, gaping and yawning to be 
laid to ſleep: (a charming noiſe, and ra- 
viſhing harmony no doubt, enough to 
drive a.man out of his wits, for not hav- 
ing ſo much previous wit, as to conſider 
it before) thus they have both theix hands 


a 
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and heart full, God help them, he Rocks 
the Cradle, and the feeds the hungry Fa- 
mily, and all little enough to fatishe the 
grumbling of their craving Maws. Having, 
been thus, for ſome Years, folaced with 
the Comforts of Matrimony, he begins to 
find his Wedded Life irkſome,which makes 
him neglect his Aﬀairs, ſlight his Buſineſs, 
Charges ſtill increaſing, and Trade decay- 
ing, now he has taken heart, and is reſol- 
ved for the future to make uſe of the too 
common Mode of theſe times, to turn a 
Good-tellow, frequent the Tipling-Houſe 
more than formerly, and his Shop leſs; 


1] nay if his Stock will at any time reach it, 


he will to the Tavern, and there fing 014 
Roſe, till Night and the Conſtable, who 
Summon all to go to their Reſt and Ha- 
bitations; then * he Reels Home with 
Emptineſs in his Pocket, Rage i= his 
Looks, and Vexation in his Heart; And 
there he meets with a ſecond Rencounter 
worſe than the former, from his Wite (a 
Domeſtick, but ſometimes untameable A- 
nimal) Well Thomas ! (faith (he) dot 
thov think that Iam able to endure this 
turſed Life ? or can you imagine, that I 
muſt be confin'd at Home, with a parcel of 


Children about my ears, without Bread 


F and 
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and Drink to put in their Heads, whilfy 
you are Reveclling abroad Night and Day 9 
among your Scttith Companiovs : I can C 
not bear it any longer.but am reſolv'd toggy 
abroad too,and then do you take care and 
provide for the Children:1'3l learn out you 
Haunts, and find you out if you are above 
ground, ne'r fear it 3 and then aſſure your 
{clf, 1'll Ring you and your Drunken Aﬀſao 
ciates ſuch. a Pcal, as ſhall foon break up 
your Company. He being heated withf'd 
Drivk, and naturally a ſurly, fower FelF-c 
low, lays his brawny Arms upon her,and'z 
corre&s her for her Scolding, infomuch]/h 
that ſhe is forced to keep Houle for a'Week 
.or Fortnight,to prevent the battcr'd black 
and blew: Liyery of her Eycs and: Fac 
, from being diſcovered by the Gollipiogh:: 
Neighbourhood 3 he in the interim. gets 
up in; the Morning, and away to the Ale 
houſe to refreſh himſelf, and torment ha 
at Home for her laſt Nights Work. Now 
he's grown irretriveably loſt, as to his 
- Trade and Family, works very little, and 
that more for outward ſhew than any 
thing <clſ{e, is grown ſo: bewitched. to his 
new Gang of Pot-Companions, that he 
has taken - reſolution to Rant, Tear and 
fling the Hclve after the Hatchet 3 but} 
Money| 


— 


| > 
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ny '\Money he mult procure by one means or 
ax other, to maintain him in this Debauch:d 
H-Courſe of Life, partly by his own I:icli- 
24 nation, and the repeated Perſuations of 
nd his beloved Friends 3 then the Houthold 
uf Moveables muſt march off, and be engaged 
Wefor the ſupply of his Extravagant Ex- 
ut pences, till there are no more to move 
Io&f-out of the Cottage. The Poor Woman 

at Home ſeeing all going to ruine and 
th deſtruction, grows Impatient at his Mif- 
cH-carriages, and reſolves upon her Dernier 
nd}\Efort, to make her words good (as ſhe 
had formerly promiſed) (he in a Rage flies 
ck out, and is upon the queſt to find him 
KIand his Haunts 3 at laſt,by ſume informa- 
tion, or poſſibly by meer Accident (for 
0-Wives are very ſucceſsful in conjeures 
of this Nature, even to admiration} ſhe 
hits on it, and in ſhe dances with this Sa- 
lutation to the People at the Bar, Ir my 
'Husband here ? Yes, in ſuch a Room ; 
away ſhe goes, and afſoon as ever (he en- 
ters, finds them at the heighth of their 
Mirth,Smoaking Drinking,Singing,Swear- 
ing, and what not ? but that which ex- 
he: Se——_a her moſt, is, a dirty Doxic Tips 
nd[ ling among them, as impudent in her Be- 
ut harvohr, as contemptible in her Garb, but 
X 2 like 
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like will to like, Jack will have his Gill 
and Jone is as god as my Lady. Impatis 
ent at this Baggage, that toucheth het 
Copy-hold ſocloſely, the Hurrican is nigh 
at hand by black Clouds of her Counte- 
nance, and with a Volley of upbraiding 
words, {uch as Jade, Whore, Bitch,what 


dare you keep my Husband Company, to. 


the Ruine of him and his Family? then 
follows a Broad -lide of Pots, Canns, Cans 
dlefticks, Pipes (and here the deliruction 
of Pipes becomes the Generation of Stop- 
pers) and 100 to one, it in this (harp 
Counterſcuffle no great Miſchict bz done, 
ſhe certainly gives the Gentlewoman fome 
flight Mark of her Honeſty, which (he cer- 
tainly.carries to the Grave, In'this con- 
tuſed Scene of Rage and Fury, the fur- 
prize doth abaſh the whole Company.-(but 


more particularly her Husband )inſomuch, 


that they uſcall poſlible, ſmooth Language 
to pacitie her Wrath, which with much 
ado is effected by diſcharging the Wench 


privately by the conveyance of ſome back 


way.and fo break up the Company. Now 
he knows not what courle to ſteer (tor 
he's fatisfhed he (hall never enjoy aquiet 
minute with her for the future) unlels* it 
' be to Barbadozs or Famaica (the uſual Re- 
ceptacle 
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ceptacle of Debauched and Crackt Artifi- 
ccrs) which he ſcon cfefts, and fo at laſt, 
having (old all that he hath, ſells himſelf 
to0,packs away, and is gorſe the firſt Wind 
that ſerves for his tum ; leaves his Chil- 
dren as an inheritance to the Pariſh, and 
his Wite to the Almes- houſe, if they will 


be fo Charitable, as to do it,' confidering 


her Misfortune. Thus you may foon 
puels at the iſſue of this Comfort of Ma- 
trimony : the Wite has left this wide World 
to beg in, bur only the expecancy of a 
lingle Pariſh to maintain her : the Huſ+ 
band is tran{ported into another World, 
where throvgh a ſtream of Exceſs and In- 
temperance, with the heat of the Climate, 
he {wims into a third,in a very little time, 
and fo dies a Slave and Stranger, imperi- 
ouſly inſulted over whillt alive, and when 
dead, quoited into a hole, without the 
leaſt Mourning, or indeed fo much as Chit- 
ſtian Burial 


- 
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The ſeventeenth Comfort of Matrimony 


ND this will appear to be- more 
ſtrange ard incredible than - all 
thoſe that preceed, by reaſon of its Villany, 
ard the fatal conſequences thereof, Here 
-a Gentleman of good Learning and Edu- 
cation, but better Fortune, who by the 
conſcntof his Parents is difpoſed of to as} j 
Opulent a Gentlewoman, and every way | 
correſpondent to him in Youth, Parts and 
Portion : he Carefſes with hot and fre- 
quent Addreſles cf Love; wiſhes that he} i 
might grow to her Threſhold, that he 
might have the morefrequent Fruition of 
her never-cnough admired Society 3ſhe re-: 
turns anfwer to all his fervent Applicati> 
ons, with a moſt becoming and charming 
Modeliy 3 fo that upon the (irieſt Obſer- 
vations of their mutual DNeportment, no- 
thing can be diſcern'd but a Matchleſs, 
Amorous Pallion between them recipro- 
cally. When a convenient time is -thus 
ſported away, by making their Amours, 
the Nuptial Ceremony (after preparations Þ*; 
nc- | 
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| neceſſary in Aﬀairs of this Nature) is Ce- 
| kbrated, (and nothing but Joy and Com- 


fort feems to attend their Cohzb'itation) 
which for continuance of Time, delicious 
Viands, luxurious Wines, together with 
all forts of other Liquors, Balls, Mutick, 
Jollity and other Divertions, indeed for 
plenty all things, beſides the numerous 
Train of Invited Gueſts, Servants and At- 
tendants, was never exceeded z nay, *tis 
yet a queſiion unan{wered, whether ever 
equallized in this preſent, or ſome prececd- 
ing Ages. After the Ceremony of Solem- 
nization is over, they Love as affeCtionate- 
ly, Live as ſplendidly, as their Port can 
pollibly bear (and further too, (as you 
will fpeedily be fatisfed_) in their Coun- 
fry-Cafile, during the Refrething and 
Healthful Summer, to enjoy-the bencfit of 


| the Air, the Pleaſantneſs of their Evening 


Promenade, the delightful Profpetts of 
the Meads, Pafiurcs, Fruitful and. Delight- 
ful Fields of Corn, and all thofe inexprefſi- 
ble ſatisfactions that uſually attend the fe- 
renity of a Rural Life, and when: wearied, 
or rather refreſhed with thete Pleaſures, 
rettrry to- their City-Apartment z either 
For the Management of Aﬀairs, or the en- 


joyrhent of the Variety and Choice of the 


F 4 more 
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more Gentile and better fort of Compa- 
ny. Herethey both ſoon obtain by their 
Parts and Pence, Acquaintance of all Sorts 
and Tempers, ſo that *tis impoſſible - in 
ſuch a World of People, but they mult 
neceſlarily meet thoſe that comply with 
them'in temper and gratifie, To Plays, 
Revels, Maſques, at Court they daily re- 
{ort, and to other Places, when they re- 
ceive Information of themzſo that there is 
no Publick Treat or Divertion can pcthbly 
ccape,and in (mall time,gaining great Ac- 
quaintance, and that with great Ones too, 
according as the times,he: muſt needs Ren- 
counter, as well as his Lady, with no 
{mall or trivial Temptations. After they 
have ſtcer'd this courſe ſome years, the 
Real Eſtate ſinks and impairs too too ſen- 
fibly, and which is worſt of all, they both 
prove [mprolitic (and poſſibly the Curſe 
of Barreneſs is the puniſhment of their De- 
bauchery_) fo that by a ſtrange kind of 
unuſual tho mutual conſent, he procures 
a Chargeable Miſs, and ſhe an expenftive 
Gallant, he ſhakes his Elbow, and ſhe her 
Tail, and in proceſs of time, they become 
equally experienced in both theſe falhiona» 
ble Qualifications 3 ſo that in ſome few. 
annual Revolations, the Eſtate OT 
an 


| 
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and moulders away to nothing, by Mort” 
gages and vaſt Debts contracted, the Re” 
tinae is turn'd off for want of Means to 
ſupport them, as formerly, Houſe-keeping 
laid aſide,and the Movcablc Goods pawn'd 
or ſold outright, to maintain them. Upon 
this being ſcar'd and grown obſtinatclyPro- 
figate.and ſenſcleſs of their vanity and Im- 
picty,through cuſtomary tinning,they con- 
fult how to repair their conſumptive and 
almoſt expired Fortunes, by Injurious,Ille- 
gal, Baſe and Sordid Actions. which at 
length bring them to a ſhameful Cataſtro- 

phe, being- both tog baughty and high 
ſpirited, to live in a low and delpicable 
condition 3 tnerefore he turns Pad.and ſhe 
Buttock and File (that is Highway- Man 
and Pick-Pocket-Whore, in plain, honcft 
Engliſh, occording, to the Canting ot the 
Roguiſh Crew) into which they arc now 
admitted and Matriculate, Well ! what 
think you follows thcle wicked Reſoluti- 
qns,to take up a wicked courſe of Life? why 
you. may ſoon gueſs, tho Fortune {eem to 
favour them for ſome time, ſucceſs feldom 
{miles long upon ſuch wretched Underta- 
kers,but uſually brings them to a Condign 
Puniſhment. Poſſibly, after ſome perpe- 


Frated Vitlanics, the Product of their as 
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yet ſucceſsful -Crimes may furniſh them 
with a Stock, in caſe of unavoidable. ne- 
ce\fity, when they are firmly catch'd in 
the Net of the Law (as formerly they 
were in that of Matrimony_) This may 
prevail once or twice by a Lucky and 
Chargeable but this proving, no caution, 
but rather an encouragement to repeat their 
former Courſes, they go on as vigorouſly 
as before,and by skulking in private holes, 
and obſcure receſſes, ſtave themſelves off 
trom the ſtri& inquilition of Juſtice z but 
at length, (for now their wicked Reign 
is near its period) dome crafty Officers, 
accuſtomed to be employed in ſuch Aﬀairs, 
and by the means of ſome injur*d perſon, 
alliciated thereunto by the promiſe of a 
good Gratuity, ſearches diligently, finds 
them ſuddenly, and, by the neceſſary of 
a Juſtices Mittimus, conveys them imme- 
diately; without Bail or Mainpriſe, to a 
Loathſome and Fatal Gaol. The Seſſions 
are now at hand,and they in a Panic Fear, 
that they ſhall not come off, being  con- 
ſcious of their Guilt : Well! co a Trial 
they are brought, and their Indictment |. 
containing the Crimes for which they are 
acculed ; they then have recourſe to-New- | 
gate-Evaſlions, Presbyterian.Shams (I-mean | - 
: : Ly- | 
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Lying and Difſembling) and ſach kind of 
mligntficant Triflings with the Court,who 
tired out therewith, dire& the Jury(who 
never read Tpnwamus} and they upon a 
fall Hearing of the Evidence,bring them in 
Guilty: Upon this, Sentence of Deathy is 
Pronounced, and they are {ent to' their laſt 
Habitation here, as faſt tied 'by the Execu - 
tioner here,as they by themſelves formerly. 


- The Warrant being Signed for their Exe- 


cution, and the day appointed, (there be- 
ing no hopes of a Parden, having alrca- 
dy deſpiſed and abnſea that Grare ard 
Favour) they are acquainted therewith in 
order to their Preparation; to undergo 
the deſerved and unavoidable Puniſhment 
of the Law, Death, The Fatal Morning 
appezring, they are made ready for their 
Jaſt Journey, to their long Home, and fo 
diſgracctully Carted to Tyburn where by 
the way, being as notoriouſly known, as 
they were notorious in the Tranſa&ions 
of their Life; ſom2 (who have Charity ): 
pity them, many ( who-have ſuffered up- 
on their account) Curſe them, and moſt 


-blate them. This is a hopeful Comfort 
of the Tye of Marriage, which brings 


them at laſt to be Tyed up by Ketcb, both 
indiſfoluble Knots, except untied by the 
| cold 
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cold hand of Death. Thus you ſee tho- the 
Sun-ſhine of the. former part of their 
Life ſeem'd to. be poſſibly glorious, was 
at length overcaſt, and tho. they might 
have liv'd happily, did in the latter part, 
. live wretchedly, and died ignominiouſfly, 

{o they might ſay of themſelves, as the 
Poet did, with little Alteration 


Per varios caſus, & tot diſcrimina rerum | | 
Tendimus in Laqueum=— 


Thus, with them, ends the Seventeenth 
Comfort. 


| 
' by the Amorous Chains of Paſfionate and 
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The eighteenth Comfort of Matrimony. 


OW (with this which is the laſt and 

too many, unleſs they were better) 

we (hall run through a petty Jury, and a 
half of pretty and petty Comforts too, tho 
this exceeds all that is premention'd, and 
may afford ſome Diverſion, but far more 
Admiration and Aftoniſhment. TheSto- 
ry is as followceth, which wants neither 
Truth, nor Authentic Authors to main- 
tain it, A Gallant and Heroic Gentle- 
man, -altogether Martial, a Noted Com- 
mander,and of a very Ancient Extract ; it 


was his good Fortune, as he innocently 


and probably conjequred, to make his 
Addreſſes to a Young, Beautiful Gentlewo- 


| man, (but ſee how that Fickle Baggage 


Fortune puts tricks upon Credulous Mor- 
tals)and after they had made and received 
ſeveral Viſits, and ſo united themſelves 


Unfeigned Aﬀection, that they thought 
nothing but that Cruel Deſtiny Atropos 
could ſeparate them. But it fell out, and 
very 
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very unluckily to0)tþift the Ladies Parents, | 


( whoſe - Eyes ' os always - prying into 
ſuch Intrigues}"by ſome mQns and 1e- 
wards to engourage the Diſcoverers, to 
prevent the cieeſ 'gn, ſhuffled up a Match 
between ir Daughter and © very great 
Het tr; with Menaces, Threats, ſevere W- 
F:: ſo that weary of- their Carriage® to- 

wards her, ſhe,was at.Jaſt compelÞ'd, tho 
with unimaginable regret, and great re- 
luQancy, to embrace the Perfon the had 
an | abſolute- indiſpolition, unfitneſs of 
mind, ' and averſion for, everlikely to hin- 
der the mapy Benefits of Conjugal Soci- 
ety, riamety, Peace and Comtort 3 but it 
is Decreed by a Law as unalterable as that 
of the Medes and Perfians, that (he mult 
undergo this infupportable wearine(5. The 
Gentleman, -who in truth -was, or atleaft 
ought to be her Husband, endeavouts to 
Wake way for an Interview with her, but 
- Finding all means incffeQual (lhe being: 
ſo claſcly mew*'d up, (another Comforc 


of Forced Marriage) by her Eagle-ey'd * 


and. Jealous Husband, inſomuch that no- 
thing - could b2 Tranfadted, but: he 'mult 
neceflarily find 6ut, for Zelorypi bet ine 
pervium, Jealouite is too quick-ſighted” tg; 


be -— 446A by- any endeavours what- + Jy 


{ocver, 
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> 
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ſoever, whereupon he reſolves to take other 
meaſures, and therefore in great diſcon- 
tent (ſ{ceingghe could not pothbly procure 
the fight of the ſo much admired and bc- 


\ loved) he quits his Native Country to 


Travel in queli of fome Comfort in Fo- 
reign Parts : We will now leave him in 
his Journey, and return to ſee how this 
new Married Lady bears 'her AfMiction. 
She poor Inamorata, tho diſappointed - of 
enjoying the Sole Object of her Love, 
(what a curſed Humour is this of Pa- 
rents,'for acram'd Coffer to confine them 
to the Land of Afﬀiction? » cannot be 
debarred the Privilege of - thought, and 
therefore to. manage that with the grea- 
ter Prudence and Privacy, ſhe affets Re- 
tirement, and there bewailes her Misfor- 
tune in the enjoying this Man, as well as 
in the utter Loſs of her abſent Lover, 
(which prov'd too true at laſt, to her 
own deſiruction) thinks hourly of the 


«IP Hant Mars, the mutual and innocent Pro- 
F.Yeltations that paſſed between them at 


| ' bliſsful and harmleſs Embraces of her Va- 


every.aihgnatidh, the Poems, Acroftics, 
AﬀWrams, and the whole Artiltery of 
#3ve, that they uſed between one another, 
his was her foledelight, her daily plea- 
i Kot ſure, 


f . 
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ſure, and all the contentation that ſhe 
ever enjoy'd in her, Matrimonial (tho un- 
fortunate) Condition: and tho-all theſe 
private Solaces were ſhrowded with all, 
Honeſt and Modelt Contrivances, yet her 
Carriage to her Husband did not fcem 
ſo obliging to him,” as he thought, he 
might deſerve, and therefore could im- 
pute it to nothing but unto the ſudden 
diſappointment of the Gentleman, who 
formerly Courted 3 who would certainly 
have ſtudied to procure his Deſtruction 
by ſome means or other, but that he knew 
he had deſerted the Country, and went a+ 
way Incognito, {o that there was no great 
Fear or Probability of his coming to. ca- 
re(s his-Lady.3 but alas ! he is miſtaken 
' for his End is by ſuperiour Power other- 
wile appointed. And now let us. return 

to our Traveller ; when he arrivcd at the 
place there happencd to be War in thoſe 
parts, who being Magnanimous and Mar- 
tial;Chaving loſt his Lady, ſcom'd his Lite) 
he went immediately into the Wars, and 
was entertained according to his Deſert 
and Quality z the Enemy being near at 
hand, he accoutred himſclf for an Attaque, 
which he did attempt with that Briskneſs 


and Valour (among thoſe in the Front} 
that 
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that nothing but one ſtimulated by Love, 
2nd a Contempt of his Life and Perſon, 
could ever have ſo valiantly performed 3 
but behold the unlucky Chance of War | 
He in this over-Manful Afault, received 
a Mortal Wound, to the great grief of 
thoſe who were ſpeRators of his Valour 
and Courage, whereupon he was immedi- 
ately brought off, and convey'd to his 
own Lodgings > where arrived, he Jan- 
cape ſome little time, and a little be- 
ore his Death, he called an Ancient Ser- 
vant to him (whoſe Fidelity and Truth 
he had often experienced) and told him, 
that he had, at this juncture of time, a 
weighty Buſineſs to unboſome to him, 
and intruſt him with, conjuring him by 
all imaginable, obliging Expreffions and 
Defires to ſee it effected, which was as 
followeth: I am ſenfible (faith he) that 
I am very near my Expiration, and there» 
fore after my Death, procure ſome Chy- 
rurgeons to open my Body, take the Heart 
cut of my Breaſt, and put it into an 
| Earthen-Pot, that it may be Baked to the 
conliſtence of a Fine Powder, and having 
{o done, put it into a handſome Box with 
this Bracelet of Hair, that he Bad worn 


about his Left Wriſt (being a Lock of his 
Lady 
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Lady before mentioned) then place if in 
the Powder, together with this little Bil- 
let or Note, written with'my own Bloud 
to her, and after you have befiowed upon 
me the Rites of a Decent and Chriſtian 
Burial, make all poſhble ſpeed to her” in 
her own Country, (which you know very 
well, as well as her place of Reſidence) 
and dcliver the faid Box to her own hands, 
The Old, True Servant did perform all 
that his Mafter had given him in Com- 
mand , and fo departed; arriving with 
great Expedition, at the Country and 
Place deſigned by his Maſter 3 and com- 
ing one day to her Houſe, he unluckily, 
tho uncxpeRedly was ſurpriſed by the 
Ladics Husband,who knew him very well, 
and that he was Servant to that Gentle- 
man who formerly made Applications to | 
his Lady 3 and he examined him with a 
Brow-beating feverity, and finding him } 
timorons and hefitativg in his Diſcourſe 
and Replics, made no+ more ado but ran- 
fackt him, and found the fore-mentioned | 
Box in his Pocket, with the Note, which TJ 
ſpecihed what was contained in it 3 her 
Husband ypon this diſmift the Aged. Ser- 
vant with Menaces, charging "him neyer 
more to-approach his Houſe upon his'own } 
; pe» 
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peril,and ſo the poor Servant departed rei"* 
fefa,and his MaltersCommands uneffe&ed; 


' thoby Misfortune (as he thought certainl)) 


diſobey*d. The Gentleman thereupon {pet&- 
dily re-entcrs his Houſe, ſends for his 
Cook, and delivers him the Pouder, and 
withal charging him to make ſome ſmall, 
ſavoury Diſh ot it, without loking the lealt 
particle of it, upon the forfeiture of his 
abſolute diſpleaſure, becauſe it was a very 
coſtly Cordial, and commanded him to 
bring it in himſelf after the laſt Courſe, 
at Supper 3 and the Cook did fo accor- 
dingly : as ſoon as it was placed on the 
Table, he ordered all Perſons to quit the 
Room, which was no ſooner faid, than 
done 3 and {o began to enter into a moſt 
ſerious Diſcourſe with his Wife 3 how 


| that ever fince his Marriage, he obſerved 


her Deje&ed, Melancholic Carriage, and 
he did very much fear, that it was occafi- 
on'd by ſome inward Conſumption,there- 
fore he had made proviton of a very ſo- 
vereign Remedy, which he was very well 


* fatistied would cure her infallibly ; there- 
' upon he made her cat it all up, and when 


ſhe had {o done in obedience tohim, very 
earneſtly importun'd him to diſcover what 


; it was, who told her for fatisfaftion at 


: laft, 
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laſ}, that ſhe had eaten her firſt Courtiers 
Heart, ſo drew the Box out of his Pocket, 
dnd ſhewed her the Note and Bracclet. at 
which in a {ſudden Tranſportation, uſher'd 
with a decp figh, ſaid, This is Precious 
indeed, and lickt the Diſh clean, ſaying, 
it is {o precious, that *tis pity any other 
Meat (hould be taken down after it 3 thus 
the went to Bed,and made good her words 3 
for in the Morning ſh was found Stone- 
dead, 

Now I preſume you are fſatished with 
the ſirangneſs of this unparalcll'd Com- 
fort,the mere effe&t of a Compulſive Mar- 
riage againſt Reaſon, Senſe and Nature, to 
the Ruine of their own Daughter, and the 
Death of a Worthy and Valiant Gentle- 


man, tho both ſo commended as much - 


for their Fidelity and Conſtancy, as much 
as the Parents to be blamed for their Vio- 
Jence and Covetouſneſs, tho the had at 
Jaſt tne two Hearts joyncd together, in- 
ſpight of Father and Fate, tho upon my 


Heart I cannot away with this kind of 
Cannibal-like and Unnatural ConjunCti- * 


on. | 
Thus we have done with theſe Eigh- 
teen Comforts of Matrimony 3 and I call 
them Comforts, becauſe thoſe that. are 
Mar- 
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Married think them ſo, and will nat be 
| per{waded to the contrary, tho 1 look up- 
on them as the- worſt of Misfortunes, I 
do not, nay I dare not ſay, that every 
Married Man taſtes of all theſe Comforts 3 
buc I will affirm this for Truth, that there 
is no wedded Perſon living,how Wiſe and 
Cautelous {oever, but is {enlible, at the 
leaft, of one of theſe Comforts. Nor on 
the other hand do I fay it 1s ill done to 
Marry ; but it is not well done certainly, 
for a Man to be ſo Stupid and Inſeplible, 
. as thoſe we here Diſcourſe of, apparently 
declare themſelves to be, and fo arexen- 
flaved with a ſelf-procured Bondage, I 
would not willingly diſoblige the Female 
Sex, nor indeed do], if read without Pre- 
juidice, and rightly underſtood, the Con- 
tents of this Treatiſe, tending much to 
their Honour and Commendation, in all 
which Rencounters the Women win the 
day, come off Triumphantly, and Man .is 
| moſi ſhamefully wortted by the weaker 


| Sex : and *tis but Reaſon it ſhould be fo, 
Þ conſidering the Wrongs that they ſuffer by 


the Oppreſſion and Severity of their Huſ- 
bands, by Violence,and without Reaſon ; 
only becauſe they are not of ſo Robuſtous 
Conſiitution, and are ſent into the World 
with 


128 The fifteen Comforts 


- with no other Weapon but the Tongue, * 
. Nor any other Defence but their Chattity, 


tho daily expoſed to the crafty Afﬀaults 


of Wily Man : Nature having ſent them? 
{o weakly Arm'd into the World, it isa;'F 


prodigious ſhame, that Men ſhould ſo bar- 
barouſly inſult over them, who are {9 res 
dy to ſerve and obey, without whole Se S 


ciety the World would ſoon bean Defart 
nay Men. could not, did not, nor cannee 
live happily. Z 
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